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Kassidy Moyer 
Staff Writer 

On August 31, Mansfield held a 
Peace Rally on campus in response to 
the recent intrusion of a hate group 
the prior weekend. The Peace Rally, 
organized by students, provided 
an opportunity for the school and 
community to stand alongside one 
another against the hate group. 
different organizations 
around campus attended the event, 
including the Pride Center and 
WNTE. There was a heavy police 
presence at the rally. Spokespeople 
from the MUPD spoke to students 
and answered questions, reassuring 
them that they will do better to inform 
students if something like this was to 
ever happen again. Commonwealth 
University president Bashar Hanna 
also made an appearance. 

The rally began with a few student 


Many 
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Student proudly holds sign during student march. 


Peace Rally at CU-Mansfield 


speakers discussing the importance 
of not only standing up against hate, 
but also the importance of being 
informed when potentially dangerous 
people arrive on our campus. The 
second half of the rally included a 
walk around campus holding signs 
with anti-hate messages, such as 
“Hate has no home here.” Students 
and faculty alike participated in 
this walk. The rally concluded with 
planting yard signs in the green space 
outside of the dorm buildings. These 
signs, which are still present today, 
setve as a reminder that no matter 
who comes to our campus, the 
Mansfield campus will not tolerate 
the hateful messages being spread. 
The Peace Rally was a beautiful 
instance of a community coming 
together after a scary event. Hate 
truly has no home on our campus. 
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CU-Mansfield 


2023's Song of the Summer?! 


Trevor Christ 
Staff Writer 

If you spent any time over the 
summer scrolling through TikTok or 
Instagram, chances are you stumbled 
across a small artist asking the 
question: “did I just write the song of 
the summer?” Personally, I wrote it 
off as a way to market their new song, 
but it did make me curious about 
the subject. It felt like the summer 
of 2023 was the first in a while to 
not have an agreed-upon song of 
the summer. Was there one that I 
completely missed, or was there really 
no song that captivated our collective 
attention like most summers? The 
best way to find out, I figured, was 
to go out and ask Mansfield students 
which song they thought earned the 
honor of being called “song of the 


summer.” 


For most students, the question 
didn’t seem easy to answer. Keegan 
Gardner, a freshman Respiratory 
Care major, had this to say about 
the song “Heat Waves” by Glass 
Animals: “That song was the song 
of the summer a year or two ago, 
obviously. It was everywhere. I can’t 
think of a song like that this year.” 
While there is never a complete 
consensus when it comes to things as 
subjective as music, it seemed like this 
was more agreed-upon than any song 
this summer. 

After asking 25 students, 10 of 
them said that there was no song of 
the summer at all. Of the remaining 
15, there was only one song that 
got more than one vote: “Dance 
the Night” by Dua Lipa, which got 
two votes. The rest of the songs 
seemed to be more personal to each 
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A Surge in 


Quinn Eyster 
Editor-in-Chief 
When I saw members of the 
National Socialists Movement on 
campus waving their flags and 
shouting hate, I was scared and I was 
angry. But the truth is, I couldn’t be 
surprised. Fascism and hate in the 
United States has been on the tise 
for years. In 2023 alone there have 
been 12,822 people victimized by 
hate crimes, that have been reported, 
following the trend of the past 
eight years. Not only that but queer, 
disabled and people of color have 
been losing ground to laws all over 
the country taking away their rights. 
Since 1971 the Southern Poverty 


Fascism: A 


Law Center has been tracking hate 
and anti-government groups in the 
United States, the trend normally 
being around plus or minus fifty a 
year. From 2021 to 2022 there was 
an increase of nearly 500 going 
from 733 groups to 1,225. Over 
700 of these groups ate explicitly 
antigovernment groups ranging from 
armed militias to so called “parents! 
tights” organizations, groups aimed 
at removing the rights of teachers 
to talk about topics the parents don’t 
agree with. 

Alongside this rise in hate groups, 
several precursors to a fascist 
government have occurred with the 


attempted insurrection, several laws 


individual, some of the songs being 
from previous decades, going back 
all the way to the 1980s with “Super 
Trouper” by ABBA. 

For some, the song of the summer 
was local. Freshman Business majors 
Levi Wright and Mark Mathis are 
passionate about their hometown 
music scene: “It symbolizes all of 
us, everything we go through, the 
struggle, the pain. It really gets deep. 
If you go to the town, you hear them 
bumping Rochester music.” Mathis 
and Wright answered that the song 
“Hood Tales” by Lil Perco was their 
song of the summer. 

Although it may seem like 
we missed out on a “song of the 
summer” experience because there 
wasn’t one obvious choice, music has 
a way of bringing us together and 
making life more enjoyable overall. 
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Sign of a Rising Trend 


aimed at disenfranchising voters, 
and attacks on individuals’ rights 
to proper medical care. While these 
things might not affect you directly 
it’s important to know how quickly a 
fascist government can turn against 
anyone. As Martin Niemdller said, 
“First they came for the socialists, 
and I did not speak out—because I 
was not a socialist. Then they came 
for the trade unionists, and I did 
not speak out—because I was not a 
trade unionist. Then they came for 
the Jews, and I did not speak out— 
because I was not a Jew. Then they 


came for me—and there was no one 


left to speak for me.” 


Thursday, September 21, 2023 


UPCOMING 
EVENTS 


FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 22 
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 24 
OPERA: OLD 
MAID & THE 
THEIF 


7:30 pm Straughn Theatre 
2:30 pm Straughn Theater 


FRIDAY OCTOBER 6 
SATURDAY OCTOBER 21 


PRISM 


7:30 pm Straughn Theatre 


SUNDAY OCTOBER 15 
CHORAL 
COLLAGE 


2:30 pm Straughn Theater 


SUNDAY OCTOBER 29 


OCTOBOEFEST 


4:30 pm Straughn Theater 
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CU-Mansfield 


A Silverwood Afternoon 


Jason Gao 
Staff Writer 


On September 7, Steadman 
Theatre in the Butler Music Center 
hosted a guest performance by the 
Silverwood Duo, composed of Eric 
Bergeman on flute and Mansfield 
alumni Django Klumpp on guitar. 
Eric is a flutist pursuing his bachelor’s 
degree in flute performance at 
the esteemed Eastman School of 
Music, and he boasts achievements 
such as 2nd Prize in the MTNA 
National Woodwinds Competition 
and winning the Jacqueline Avant 
Concerto Competition. Django 
Klumpp holds two bachelor’s degrees 
from Mansfield University in Music 
Technology and Music Performance, 
and in his time at Mansfield, he won 
the Student Solo Competition twice, 
in 2017 and 2019. After going on to 
complete a master’s degree in guitar 
performance and literature at the 
Eastman School of Music, Django is 
now part of the faculty at Nazareth 
University where he teaches applied 
guitar lessons, group guitar methods, 
and advanced guitar courses. Over the 
90-minute performance, with Eric 
in a loose stance that energetically 
responded to the music and Django 
sitting moodily upon his piano 
bench, the two would showcase an 
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enthralling and diverse repertoire. 
Their first set of 4 pieces are from 
“Mountain Songs,” a set of ballades 
in the style of American folk music 
and written by American composer 
Robert Beaser. In “Barbara Allen,” 


Django plays calm, nostalgic melodies 


while Eric would replicate echoing 
bird calls using pitch bends. The 
energy picks up in the syncopated 
flute rhythms and rapid plucking 
underneath them in “The House 
Carpenter” with mood changes that 
make me think of a pioneer taking 
a break to appreciate the wilderness 
before going back with perseverance 
to master that wilderness. The slow 
and somber “Hush You By” offers 
the performers a chance to relax 
before the affectionate and playful 
“Cindy” 
folkness and showy pauses and runs 


whose almost comical 
IT can’t help but grin at. 

The next set of 3 pieces are 
from “Toward the Sea” by Japanese 
composer Toru Takemitsu, and Eric 
explains that the melodies follow the 
contours of waves in the ocean. In 
“Night” a drawling, abstract flute part 
paints the image of the silhouette of 
a lonesome soul in the doorway of a 
beach house against the falling sunset 
while sudden guitar chords of equal 
abstractness set unsteady undertones. 


The unsettling atmosphere only 


Eric Bergeman left on flute and Django Klumpp right on guitar 


persists in “Moby Dick” and “Cape 
Cod” which sound much the same to 
except for the addition of aggressive 
flutter-tonguing in the flute. 

A longer break is taken as Eric 
explains the story behind Katherine 
Hoover’s “Canyon Echoes,’ which 
follows an Apache Folktale. In 
“Dance,” a boy and girl of two villages 
on opposite sides of a canyon meet 
at a hoop dance and only dance with 
each other. An uneven groove is set 
and grows increasingly hectic as the 
flute makes overblown interjections 
with which Eric strikingly flashes the 
whites of his eyes. In the following 
days, the boy goes down by the 
river and plays on his flute a warm, 
persistent “Serenade” that fluctuates 
between uplifting and melancholic 
while the girl works, and she floats 
leaves down the river to let him know 
she’s listening. When the boy comes 
of age and leaves on a hunting trip 
for weeks, the girl feels abandoned, 
falls ill and dies. In “She Mourns,’ 
the shortest piece of the set, Django 
lightly plays chilling arpeggios while 
the Eric makes the flute wail and cry 
with despairing slides and fluttering. 
In “He Returns,” the guitar sets a 
percussive backdrop with references 
to the theme in “Dance” as the boy 
returns and runs to play for the 
girl, higher and higher and harder 


but never receiving a leaf. After the 
climax and the boy learns of her 
death, Django scratches up by his 
fretboard, creating eerie, shrill squeaks 
before strumming dreamy, mystical 
arpeggios as the boy disappears into 
the hills though his flute still echoes 
when the breeze blows through the 


cottonwoods. 

After the intermission, Django 
comes out by himself to perform 
“Pasaje Abierto (2000)” by Costa 
Rican composer Edin Solis. ‘The 
first movement is a prelude in which 
Django’s soulful and sensitive playing 
bring out the mood of a bittersweet 
goodbye. In contrast, the second 
movement, “Dance,” is bright song 
full of spirit, and under Django’s 
immaculate control, the layers within 
his busy finger work don’t even seem 
like they should be able to come from 
one instrument. For Eric’s solo piece, 
he would perform “Cassandra’s 
Dream Song,’ an experimental 
piece by British composer Brian 
Ferneyhough that is meant to depict 
the tension between two characters 
of Greek mythology, Apollo and 
Cassandra. I don’t know how to 
describe the piece except as jumpy, 
very technical, and full of sounds I 
did not know a flute could make. 

For their last set, the 
performs my favorite set and one ’m 


duo 
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very familiar with, Histoire du Tango 
by Argentinian composer Astor 
Piazolla. In this 4-piece set, Piazolla 
takes us through the history of the 
tango, first to its flirtatious, chattery 
origins in “Bordel 1900,’ slowing 
down to its lyrical, romantic side in 
“Café 1930,” though its revolution 
with the influence of Brazilian bossa 
nova in “Night Club 1960” and lastly 
to the tango of today in “Concert 
@ Aujour@hui.” Eric and Django 
play this piece with style, flair and 
contrast, and it’s a pure pleasure 
to get to finally this iconic set live, 
as well as their performance as a 
whole. Though near half of their 
music was abstract beyond my taste, 
it was an informative experience to 
listen to the multicultural myriad 
of contemporary pieces and an 
inspiration to hear such advanced 
technique, expression, synchroneity 
and overall musicianship that was 
partially grown at this very campus 
only a handful of years ago. Django 
along with the 
wonderful faculty, guest artists were 
one of the highlights of his time 
studying at Mansfield and that it feels 
great to come back now on the other 


expressed _ that, 


side of that as the guest artist himself. 


WANT YOUR ARTWORK 


FEATURED IN 


THE FLASHLIGHT? 


= yee 


SUBMIT & PICTURE OR FILE 


OF YOUR WORK TO: 


FLASHLIT@MANSFIELD.EDU 
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Women’s Soccer Hold Off Lock 
Haven in Opening Victory 


Taya-Reese Johnson 
Secretary 

On Wednesday, September 6, 
Mansfield’s women’s soccer team 
came out on top in their home 
opener against the Bald Eagles 
of Lock Haven University. The 
Mountaineers opened up the 
scoring just five minutes into the 
match. Junior midfielder Danielle 
Drain scored after being played 
a through ball by senior forward 
Emily Smith. Smith then added 
a goal of her own just ahead of 
the 18th minute of the game. In 
picking up the ball after a deflected 
shot by freshman midfielder, 
Aleigha Rieppel, Smith’s shot split 
two Lock Haven defenders and 
found itself in the back of the net 
by the far post. 

After halftime, the Mountaineers 
scored their final goal of the 
contest. Three minutes into the 


second half, sophomore midfielder 
Quelyn Nepa was taken down 
in the box. Nepa capitalized on 
the scoring opportunity from the 
penalty spot with a well-placed 
ball into the Bald Eagles’ net that 
left their goalkeeper with little 
that could be done to prevent the 
goal. Not long after the restart, 
unfortunately, Nepa pulled up on 
a sprint and went down holding 
the back of her left thigh. Despite 
facing a 0-3 score, the Bald Eagles 
did not go down without a fight. 
Lock Haven senior Evelyn Ciaccia 
prompted a valiant crusade on the 
visitors’ part to flip the game on its 
head. Ciaccia found the back of the 
net in 73rd and 79th minutes of the 
game. The Mountaineers were able 
to hold off the Bald Eagles’ late 
push to have the contest end with 
a 3-2 score in the Mountaineers’ 
favor. 


This home opener win had this 
tied for 
the best start in program history 
since 2009, being 2-0. Since their 
home opener, the Mountaineers 
have fallen to the Marauders 
of Millersville University, with 
a 1-3 loss and the Huskies of 
Bloomsburg University, with a 0-3 
loss. Now, with an overall record 


season’s Mountaineers 


of 2-2, and a conference record of 
1-2, the Mountaineers sit in seventh 
in the PSAC East conference 
standings. In the coming weeks, 
the team will be preparing for 
upcoming September matchups 
against the Redhawks of Roberts 
Wesleyan College, the Raiders 
of Shippensburg University, and 
the Golden Bears of Kutztown 
Univerity. 
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Tips for the College Rookies! 


Lillian Ulsh 
Staff Writer 


It’s no secret that being a new 
college student is difficult and that 
the stress of being on your own can 
be crippling. Questions like, “Where 
does one start to make friends in 
a crowd of strangers, find a way to 
have food in dorms without getting 
tired of eating it time and time again 
or have fun without feeling the 
pressure of getting tipsy?” start to 
cross people’s minds. Freshmen are 
flying blind. So, seasoned students 
want to answer these questions and 
give some advice. 

Socializing is the only way to meet 
people that we actually like, but it’s 
a task that is harder for some than 
it is for others. Students often put 
pressure on themselves to be friends 
with everyone around them instead 
of focusing on interacting with 


people who share similar interests, 
but even doing that isn’t easy.’To make 
the transition easier RA Jay from 
Oak wants students to “try to talk to 
people around them. A great way to 
start is by reaching out to classmates. 
After all, if a student doesn’t gain a 
friend from the situation, they'll at 
least gain someone that they can get 
notes from when they miss class.” If 
you are willing to take the next step, 
try joining one of Mansfield’s many 
clubs. More often than not you will 
be bound to find people that are 
similar to yourself. 

Students at Mansfield are given the 
opportunity to purchase a meal plan 
with their tuition, giving them access 
to multiple locations on campus 
where they can get meals of all 
kinds, but sometimes students don’t 
want to leave their dorm and for the 
sake of convenience choose other 
options. Using the app “DoorDash” 


is always great, but it’s not exactly 
cheap. To make the price of food 
easier on their wallets most students 
have snack drawers that house shelf- 
stable products. Some of these, are 
staple “college student foods” like 
ramen noodles and tuna, but in order 
to keep the flavor of these foods 
interesting Lily Kaplan introduces the 
idea of keeping spices such as “garlic 
powder, onion powder, salt and 
pepper just in case anything needs a 
little extra flavor.” 

Having fun in college doesn’t have 
to mean the stereotypical partying 
until the sun rises. Yes, Mansfield is 
a small area, but there are so many 
ways for students to spend their 
free time. Well-known on-campus 
activities include going to the HUT, 
and attending sporting events and 
floor activities that RA’s 
their respective _ halls. 
if a student tends to be more of 


host in 
However, 


a homebody RA Erica of Oak 
recommends getting creative just as 
she did with her friends last semester 
by having a movie night every week 
in the Mansfield Campus North 
Hall Library. RA Erica said, “Tt was 
really fun! We all got to pick a movie 
every week.” These ate all great ways 
to enjoy the day after working hard 
in class but what about off-campus 
activities? Within a five-mile radius 
of Mansfield University is a plethora 
of local businesses such as Night 
and Day Coffee Cafe, Conspiracy 
Coffee Co. Li? Half Pint, Bearly 
Enough and so many more. Even if 
a student prefers the outdoors, Lily 
Kaplan suggests spending the day at 
Lamb’s Creek Bike and Hike Trail. 
Kaplan adds, “Even though we are 
already surrounded by mountains, it’s 
really nice to be able to be completely 
surrounded by nature.” 


Thursday, September 21, 2023 


Thursday, September 21, 2023 
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A Noteworthy Listen - “Alright, Still? 
by Lily Allen 


Jenna Harrell 
Staff Writer 

Released in 2006, Lily Allen's 
“Alright, Still” stands the test of time 
by being just as enjoyable, distinct, 
and iconic as ever. Honestly, that's 
not surprising; at the time when 
this album was released, no one 
was really making music like Lily's. 
People made pop music (duh), but 
Lily's ska and reggae inspired sound 
is so distinct that it's no surprise 
that it took off, selling over 60,000 
copies in the first week for the UK, 
and 34,000 copies for the first week 
in the USA. There's a reason why 
songs like "Smile" and "LDN" 
are still loved and listened to up 
to this day; because of the unique 
instrumentation, beautiful singing, 


and above all else, Lily's personality 
shining through the lyrics. That 
combination makes for a, while not 
perfect, great album. 

Song scores go from one to five: 
1 — Bad; 2 - Not Very Good; 3 — 
Decent; 4— Great; 5 - Amazing 

“Smile” - 5 - Lily's most popular 
and genuinely one of her best 
songs. The instrumental is catchy, 
and it helps establish the sound for 
this album. The lyrics also showcase 
Lily's personality effortlessly, with 
the second line dropping a pretty 
common f-bomb. A very great song 
that is a perfect album opener. 

“Knock 'Em Out” - 4 - I really 


like how this song calls out both 
male and female assault. I love the 
piano and horns on this! I don't 
hear that much talk about this song, 
unfortunately. 

“LDN” - 5 - Ah yes, the original 
"happy sounding song with dark 
lyrics." I love the sample used in 
this, and the lyrics do a good job 
of telling the audience about the 
hidden side of London, and how 
it's not this classy paradise that 
people assume it is. 

“Everything's Just Wonderful” 
- 4 - This is such a relatable song. 
Sometimes things just don't go 
yout way no matter how hard you 
try, and even though you want 
things to get better, you must suck 
it up. I love the clapping sounds in 
the instrumental. 

“Not Big” - 4 - Sassy and fun, 
just like how all Lily Allen songs 
should be. That's really all that has 
to be said. 

“Friday Night” - 3 - I like it, but 
I don't love it. The instrumental 
is pretty fun and I like how it 
seems like it's going to be a basic 
"Yeah we're partying at the club 


dissing people. 

“Shame for You” - 3 - I don't 
have much to say other than I like 
lyrics. The instrumental is catchy, 
but something about it puts me off. 
I don't really know why. 


“Littlest Things” - 4 - Somber 
and very personal. I love the fuzzy 
piano throughout the song. The 
vocals are very pretty and match the 
song's mood. Very good. 

“Take What You Take” - 2 - I 
like the guitar during the bridge, 
but that's it. The lyrics are just basic 
pieces of advice, and then Lily 
getting all mad at people saying this 
to her. It just feels cynical for the 
sake of being cynical. No wonder 
Lily herself dislikes this — she’s 
said that she hates the song more 
than anything in world, and that 
the only reason the song is even 
on the album is because her record 
company pressured her to keep it. 

“Friend of Mine” - 3 - A very 
chill and calming song. Very nice 
vocals and guitar in this one, I 
especially like the little piano parts 
after some of the lines. Can't say 
that this is a must-listen, though... 

“Alfie” - 5 - Full of personality 
and spite-filled sisterly love. I love 
the circus inspiration for the song. 
The fact that Alfie is doing pretty 
well for himself is just a cherry on 
top (for context, this is about her 
brother Alfie Allen, who has won 
an Emmy for his work on “Game 
of Thrones”). Too bad Alfie and 
Lily themselves dislike it, though. 

“Nan You're a Window 
Shopper” - 5 - The trumpet riff is 
awesome! This is just a fun and silly 


song from start to finish. Not to be 
taken seriously, this song is purely 
meant for a mindless, goofy time. 
Also, fun fact — this song is a parody 
of sorts of “Window Shopper” by 
50 Cent. 

Total points: 47/60 Score: 78 

Now that I've talked about the 
most popular songs from this album, 
I want to give attention to some 
lesser-known songs that deserve 
more love, like "Everything's Just 
Wonderful," being a combo of 
"haha, I get it!" and existential 
dread; "Littlest Things" being just 
downright somber and beautiful; 
and "Not Big" for being the song 
that, I would say at least, defines 
Lily Allen as an artist in terms of 
personality and style (though she 
would turn towards more synth- 
based pop in the future). While 
there are some songs like "Take 
What You Take" that bring the 
album down a bit (seriously Lily, I 
agree, "Cheryl Tweedy" deserved 
to be on the album and not just a 
B-side!) and some songs like "Friend 
of Mine" and "Friday Night" being 
somewhat forgettable, that still 
doesn't change the fact that this 
album is an enjoyable, interesting, 
noteworthy record from top to 
bottom. It's just great. 


Long Live Derraick “Sammy” Burkett 


Dante Thompson 
Staff Writer 

Derraick “Sammy” Burkett was a 
former Mansfield University student 
athlete who sadly passed away on 
August 22, 2023. He was not just 
a student here on campus, but a 
young man pursuing a criminology 
degree with dreams of becoming 
Derraick has 


impacted the lives of his loved ones 


a police officer. 
in unforgettable ways and his dreams 
live on through his family and friends. 

While Derraick may not be with 
us physically, his spirit continues to 
shine brightly. Mansfield student 
Marcus Melle was a best friend and 
a teammate to Derraick, “the biggest 


thing for me was trying to come to 
reality that he wasn’t here anymore, 
and it was the hardest thing to do. It 
taught me that you have to hold on 
to the ones you love tight.’ Marcus 
added, “regardless of what you have 
planned, tomorrow is never promised 
and it was extremely devastating but 
he’s here with me every day as I wear 
him around my neck.” 

What made Derraick unique 
was how he treated his friends 
like family of his own. He created 
relationships where loyalty was never 
a doubt, Marcus said the two had “A 
brotherhood, it went from friends 
to being best friends and now being 
stuck with him for life, so I thought he 


just became a brother to me.” Marcus 
added, “his best quality was his 
loyalty to his friends, he was a brave 
kid, and nothing could bring him 
down. He was so funny that I swear 
he could make the entire room laugh 


just by walking in.” The memories 
Derraick created will always have a 
special place in the spirits of family 
and friends. 

Derraick symbolizes what a 
friend, a son, and a brother should 
be. Derraick’s beautiful spirit shall 
continue to shine brightly in the sky 
as he watches over us from above and 
may he rest in paradise. 
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New York Comedians Crack 
up CU-Mansfield 


Veda Spencer 
Staff Writer 

Two comedians, Neill Lynskey and 
Caleb Pitts, performed at The Hut on 
Thursday, September 7. Pitts opened 
for Lynskey for about 20 minutes, 
humoring the audience about topics 
such as his fantasy dates with Zac 
Efron and the differences between 
him and the modern generation when 
it comes to trick-or-treating. Neill 
Lynskey then took the stage, joking 
about his cerebral palsy and telling a 
story of how he once had an enema. 
The show lasted for about an hour. 

While Pitts and Lynskey were 
engaging and enjoyable to listen 
to, there were few people in the 
audience, which took away from 
the entertainment that could 
have occurred. In recent days, 
unfortunately, The Hut has been 
having less students visit. The ones 
on the stage are the ones that take 
the show, but it’s the audience and 


their engagement which drives it. 
Most have probably heard something 
along the lines of the phrase 
“there’s nothing more contagious 
than laughter.” I would encourage 
students to attend events at The Hut 
more often, especially comedy shows. 
Pitts and Lynskey were entertaining, 
and it is a shame that there were not 
as many people to realize that. 

Neill Lynskey is a comedian, 
writer, and designer based in New 
York City. He hosts a stand-up 
comedy show in Manhattan called Le 
Show. Social media he uses includes 
Twitter X, Facebook, and Instagram. 
Caleb Pitts is another New York 
comedian based in Queens. He and a 
group of friends run a podcast called 
Podcast About List. They are active 
on YouTube, Instagram, Spotify, 
Twitter X, and Twitch. 


Photo courtesy of Veda Spencer 
Lynskey on the left. Pitts on the right 


A Brain Dump from Ashley (The President) 


Ashley Newell 
Editor-In-Cheif 

Hi everyone! For those of you 
who don’t know me: hi, ’m Ashley. 
I am the current President of SGA 
and The Flashlight and thought it 
could be fun to write a newsletter 
from myself to kick off the year. 
No, this article won’t be about all the 
amazing things The Flashlight and 
SGA are doing (although you should 
totally check those out), but instead 
will just be from Ashley, the student. 

I hope your semester has gone 
well thus far, mine has certainly been 
hectic. I’ve had more meetings than 
I thought possible, and somehow, I 
have (almost always) made it to class 
on time. The other day I went to 
squeeze in a meeting in North Hall, 


and somehow, was given a private 
tour of the semi-sectetive sixth floor, 
which features no elevator button 
of its own. The meeting room was 
really cool, in a semi (totally) nerdy 
way, and I’m excited to return. Today, 
T had a light argument with the CU- 
Mansfield Police Department because 
they wouldn’t provide Press Releases 
for our Police Beat (stay tuned!), and 
T really just feel like sitting down for a 
nice, non-microwaved meal. 

What does your President do in 
her free time, you might ask? Well, 
recently I’ve been modding my new 
Nintendo Switch, and just figured out 
how to modulate into a new key in 
music theory. My besties and I love 
to eat out, when we can afford to, 


and Pve discovered that I really like 
Korean and Indian food (thanks 
Mak). I’ve been trying to fit in more 
piano and voice practice, and talking 
to my crush time into my schedule, 
but sometimes I honestly choose to 
sleep instead (I’m trying my best Dr. 
Kwak I promisel). 

All of that besides, college is a 
hectic and extremely stressful time in 
life, and sometimes it’s nice to just be 
laid back and honest for a moment. 
So, I hope you enjoyed my short 
brain dump! 

If you would like to speak to me 
about Student Gov, The Flashlight, 
of just want to be friends, my email is 
newelljt28@mansfield.edu. Let’s talk! 


Thursday, September 21, 2023 
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National Socialists on Campus 


Valerie Miller 
Production Manager 


On August 26, 2023, members 
of the National Socialist Movement 
arrived in Mansfield and marched 
through the Mansfield campus of 
The 
incident invoked many powerful 
emotions, thoughts, and words 
from both the student body and 
community members, and this article 
intends to shed light on the logistical, 
administrative side of things, closely 
detailing the steps which were taken 
with the students in mind. Through 
allowing these discussions to occur, 


Commonwealth University. 


administration can be made aware 
of how their decisions affected the 
student body, both emotionally and 
physically, with the intent to improve 
communication in the future. 

One fact that started many of the 
students’ anger was that Mansfield 
is public land. Because of this, any 
group has their constitutional right 
to assemble share their 
thoughts. The University’s Freedom 
of Expression Policy state “It is not 
the proper role of the University 
to attempt to shield persons from 
they find 


unwelcome, disagreeable, or even 


here and 


ideas and opinions 
deeply offensive.” This can be found 
in the Policy section, titled A. Free 
Speech. This is saying that no matter 
how unsettling a protest may be to 
people they are protecting the First 
Amendment right no matter what it 
is. This is a very hard thing to hear 
and understand. All people have the 
tight to express their opinions no 
matter what it is. The opinion can 
be anywhere from putting pineapple 
on pizza to disagreeing with an 
entire demographic of people that 
come by the millions. Even though 
this can be a weird thing, in a way 
it can be what makes our country 


i 


Photo courtesy of Valerie Miller 
Group marches through South Hall Mall 


and its constitution so great, which 
is something that Martha Wygmans 
the Vice President for Student 
Success and Campus Life said. No 
matter what someone's views they 
are protected by the constitution, and 
people are allowed to express their 
opinions to the rest of the country if 
they choose to do so. 

The thing about this amendment 
though is that since everyone has 
the right to express their views, then 
everyone can, even if someone is 
violently against a group of people. 
There is no way around it, which is 
what makes the whole situation so 
tricky. The administration could do 
nothing to prevent this group, no 
matter how much they disagreed 
with them. Mansfield is known to a 
lot of people inside and out of the 
community as a place where everyone 
is accepted. When people come to 
Mansfield University, they 
knowing that they will be accepted 
into the community that the students 
and faculty have built. In talking with 
Nicole book the DEI Coordinator, 
she said that the Mansfield 
community as well as the staff did 


come 


not agree to any of the things that 
the Neo-Nazis were shouting about. 
They wanted this group off of 
campus just as much as the students 
did. The unfortunate reality was that 
there was nothing they could do to 
ptevent them from coming onto the 
campus because Mansfield University 
is public property. 

When the group came onto 
campus their goal was to get a rise 
out of people. When speaking to 
Wygmans said that “their lifeblood is 
engagement,” meaning that they feed 
off other people's rage and opinions. 
The more that students post about 
them or complain about them the 


more that they get attention. This is 
what we don’t want but it inevitably 
happens, and they know it. This was 
what Wygmans explained to me in 
our meeting, 

While on campus the group 
shouted slurs and hateful things 
to the students who were gathered 
in South Hall Mall. Many were 
frightened One 
student commented that they are 
Jewish, and this was their first time 
witnessing an act of antisemitism 


and confused. 


ever. They continued that the school 
is “a place of inclusion, acceptance 
and learning,’ concerned that the 
protest was allowed in the safety of 
Mansfield. Another student stated, 
“Never have I felt more unsafe in a 
place where I’m promised safety.” 
When with the 
administration who were highly 
involved in the event, they always 


meeting 


reiterated to me that they were 
thinking of the students the whole 
time. In the end, there was nothing 
administration could do. They were 
always making sure that I understood 
that they did not ever agree with 
the protest, but they were doing 
everything in their power to make 
sute that the students were safe. 
This was the whole point of the 
Welcome Back event that was held 
in South Hall Mall. They organized 
it in that spot because they thought 
that the area would be the least likely 
for the protestors to go. Wygmans 
mentioned that they tried to “identify 
a spot that [they] thought would be 
insulated from anything should [the 
group] come to campus.” In hindsight 
they thought that South Hall Mall 
was a good spot Wygmans later states 
that they “made an error” in their 
judgment. They do recognize that 
not all their decisions were the best 
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Group shows their flags and signage outside of 


South Hall Mall 


decision, but through all of this, they 
have had meetings upon meetings 
discussing what happened and how 
they can improve, if something like 
this were to happen again. 

mid-July, 
enforcement was informed that the 


In about law 
group might come to Mansfield and 
eventually might come to campus. 
The key word in this is “might.” 
Many know the quote “You don’t 
know what you don’t know,” this 
said by Albert 
Jones when I interviewed him. The 
administration did not know things 
like how many people were going to 


was something 


come, where they were going to go, 
how long they were going to be on 
campus if they were even going to be 
on campus at all. The administration 
was extremely in the dark leading up 
to the event, because all they were 
told was the fact that someone was 
coming. No one knew for sure what 
was going to happen if anything 
were to happen at all. When speaking 
with Wygmans she said that if they 
had sent out an email many different 
things could have happened. It would 
almost be like “screaming fire in a 
crowded building,’ it would have 
created a huge amount of anxiety, 
and many students might have done 
something in retaliation because they 
didn’t agree. This is the reason why 
there was no email sent out prior to 
the event. 

Though no one knew what was 
to come, law enforcement officials 
were ready for practically everything. 
One of the many variables that law 
enforcement had to think of was 
what the student’s reactions would 
be. They were prepared for anything. 
When speaking with Chief Perry, the 
Chief of Police Services and Safety, 
he told me of all the scenarios that 
could have happened that never 
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even crossed my mind. Some of 
the things that they had prepared 
and at their disposal were about 60 
law enforcement officers ready at a 
moment’s notice (should anything 
happen), drones, security cameras 
borrowed specifically for this event, 
an “emergency carrier 
with barricades” so that they could 
create more boundaries than they 


response 


would ever need. It is very important 
to note that students’ safety was 
thought of throughout this event. 
When speaking with Chief Perry and 
hearing all of the precautions that 
they took for the event. For anyone 
wanting to speak with Chief Perry, 
he encourages anyone to call him any 
time at the number (570)-662-4895. 
He would be more than happy to 
discuss with anyone concerned about 
their safety on campus. 

For anyone worried or struggling 
because of this event or another that 
has happened on campus, please 
reach out to the counseling center 
counseling@ 
mansfieldiedu to schedule an 
appointment or call 570-662-4436. 
Residence assistants, directors and 


on campus. Email 


anyone else I have mentioned in this 
article would be more than happy 
to meet, email or call to talk about 
anything that anyone would want to 
talk about. They all told me that if 
there are any ideas or thoughts that 
anyone has, not just concerns about 
this specific event, but for anything 
in general. In meeting with all these 
people, it was nice to see that they 
were teal people. They were not just 
someone who stays in their office 
and just works at a university. They 
were real people who wanted nothing 
but the best for the students at this 
university. 
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#5 WCU Slips By #10 Mansfield in Nationally 


Ranked Overtime Thriller 


Owen Newkam-Ulrich 
Assistant Director of Sports Communication 
The No. 10 Mansfield 
Mountaineer field hockey team (4- 
1) traveled to No. 5 West Chester 
(4-1) for a nationally ranked non- 
Saturday 
afternoon that saw the Mountaineers 


conference game on 
and the Golden Rams put on a top 
ten thriller, but WCU used _ their 
home-field advantage to secure a 4-3 
overtime victory. 

To start off the nationally ranked 
contest, Blaise Cugini sent the first 
goal of the game into the cage off a 
great Melanie Esh pass, only taking 
two minutes into the game to give an 
early lead to the Mounties. 

WCU tied the matchup, 1-1, 
after a late first quarter goal to even 
the score, heading into the second 
quarter. 

Not even three minutes passed in 
the second before the Golden Rams 
sent home another ball past the 
goalkeeper to take a 2-1 lead on their 
home turf. 

A WCU penalty awarded the 
Mounties a chance to tie and Saramae 
Radel stepped up to the penalty spot 
and blasted in the tying goal before 
halftime. 

After a quiet third quarter, the two 


teams battled it out in the final fifteen 
minutes, trying to secure another 
ranked victory on the season. 

With three minutes remaining, the 
Golden Rams were awarded a penalty 
stroke to retake the lead once again 
and start the excitement of the fans 
that that was the game-winning goal. 

Cugini gave one last effort in the 
final minutes of regulation, dribbling 
through the West Chester defense 
and receiving an assist from Kenedy 
Stroup to score with just 87 seconds 
left in the final quarter, giving the 
Mounties life as the top ten thriller 
headed to overtime. 

In overtime, West Chester started 
off two players down early, but after 
their return, they ended the nationally 
ranked contest with a breakaway goal 
to win the afternoon game, 4-3. 

On the day, offense was the name 
of the game as thirteen players saw 
their shots recorded on goal. 

UP NEXT: 

The No. 10 Mansfield field 
hockey team hosts two teams next 
weekend as patt of Mansfield's 
Military Appreciation Weekend. 
Their first opponent will be Maryville 
on Friday, September 22nd at 4 p.m, 
in what will be the start of a four 
game homestand. 


Photo courtesy of 
Emma Palmer Box Score 
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Field Hockey Team Plays for 
Coach's Birthday 


Sarah Radar 
Flashlight Contributor 

On Friday, September 22, the 
Mansfield’s = Nationally = Ranked 
Women’s Field Hockey team took on 
Maryville at Karl Van Norman field. 
The game was more special than 
most, as it was Coach Hansrote’s 
fiftieth birthday. Coming off their 
first and only loss the game before 
at West Chester, the Mountaineers 
were hungry put on an exciting game 
for people to watch, overcoming 
challenges and working hard, 
throughout the entire game. 

The Mounties stayed up 1-0 
throughout much of the game. 
Playing great defense, they managed 
to keep the ball out of the back of 
their goal. The Mounties scored 
again, securing their 2-0 win against 
Maryville. The women's soccer team 
got to witness this win along with 


many other students, teachers, and 
fans. 

Hannah Degen from the women's 
soccer team stated, “It was so exciting 
to watch. I have never gotten to 
watch our women's field hockey team 
before today.’ The game marked 
history, as the Mountaineer goalie, 
August Lewis, broke the record for 
most shutouts in Mansfield field 
hockey history. 


Photo Courtesy of gomoumties.com 
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Cookout with a Cop 


Dante Thompson 
Staff Writer 

The Criminal Justice Club 
partnered with campus police to 
cteate the event, Cookout with a 
Cop, which was held on September 
20, 2023. It was a great event that 
allowed students to connect with 
campus police and have face-to-face 
conversations about different topics 
such as how classes ate going, what 
campus life has been like, and things 
to look forward to later in the year. 
Having this event with the campus 
police showed the importance of 
creating real connections between the 
students and the campus police and 
establishing relationships that can 


drive positivity and comfort within 
the Mansfield community. 

The Mansfield campus is driven 
by the events it holds through 
bringing people together. Students 
can develop impactful relationships, 
learning different lessons from each 
diverse opinion. The cookout had 
amazing vibes that made it feel like it 
was a cookout in your own backyard 
as it was a beautiful day and at a great 
hang out spot in South Hall Mall. 
Officer Marena Boyce discussed the 
importance of having more events 
involving campus police and what 
it’s like being a police officer for 
Mansfield University. Officer Boyce 
said, “There will be a Trunk-Or- 


Treat in October along with Spruce 
RAs doing a Chit Chat with a Cop. 
November is Food for Fines so $15 
tickets that you get on your parking 
tickets, you can bring in five cans of 
food and we'll get rid of the ticket.” 
There are several events with the 
campus police that are going to 
happen and one of them allows 
students to relieve themselves from 
parking tickets while donating canned 
goods for a cause. 

When asked about what’s it like 
being a cop at Mansfield University, 
Officer Boyce said “The students... 
I really enjoy connecting with them 
and some of them I talk to outside 
of work. I feel like more of a parent 


than a cop and if T’m in trouble 
here, there’s students coming to 
help me. That’s the relationship I 
want and have with the students.” 
The connection between Officer 
Boyce and the students hete is clearly 
special and undeniable. This shows 
the importance of having this type 
of relationship between the campus 
police and students because it creates 
a sense of a community that has each 
other’s back and that is something 
that makes the Mansfield community 
unique. 
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Who are the 2024 Presidential Candidates? 


Lilian Ulsh 

Staff Writer 
Election Day for the presidential 
office is not until November 5, 2024, 
but it is never too early to learn who 
is running! On the Democratic side, 
the three candidates that stand are 
current President Joseph Biden, 
Marianne Williamson, and Robert 
Kennedy Jr. On the Republican 
side, a whopping 13 candidates are 
running: Donald Trump, Nikki Haley, 
Vivek Ramaswamy, Perry Johnson, 


Welcome to the Dorms! | What Next? 


Ashley Newell 
Editor-in-Chief 

Looking actoss campus, 
organized groups exist for almost 
every aspect of college _ life. 
Professional career development, 
scholarships, community — service, 
time management, and so much 
more. But where can the aspiring 
professional and young adult look for 
another important aspect of college 
life: making college home. 

Take time to make college feel like 
home, and you certainly won’t regret 
it. Having a little nook to read or relax 
in is just as important as the study 
spaces you use. This bleeds strongly 
into the discussion of mental health 


Asa Hutchinson, Larry Elder, Ryan 
Binkley, Tim Scott, Ron DeSantis, 
Mike Pence, Chris Christie, Doug 
Burgum, and Will Hurd. There is also 
one third-party candidate: Cornel 
West. 


Although there are many 
candidates running this year, it 
seems the battle for president will 
once again boil down to our main 
2020 candidates: Donald Trump and 
Joseph Biden. According to the latest 
poll, Biden has a slight lead with 49 


and is something we tend to overlook 
as college students in our everyday 
tush. 

Take a day away from it all. Turn 
those amazing ideas you saw on 
Pinterest into a reality and make your 
room your space. This of course 
means that there’s no direct or correct 
set of steps to decorate or finish your 
room, it’s your space, nobody else’s. 
Personally, I use my little nook to 
compose music, play games, and do 
just about anything that isn’t school, 
and I think it’s great for my mental 
health. Physically separating work 
from home is deeply important, 
take time to be a human, and don’t 
be afraid to use the designated study 


Photo Courtesy of Ashley Newell 
Ashley's messy cozy nook (Cat chair cushion omitted) 


CU-Mansfield 


percent of voters while Trump is 
right behind him with 47 percent 
of voters which is interesting since 
both have over a 50% disapproval 
rate. NBC believes that these two are 
in the lead “due to low voter counts 
between adults the age of 18-34 
and the exposure the 2020 election 
brought them.” 


spaces across campus and your dorm 
hall. 

Find your essentials. If you're 
absolutely stuck and just don’t know 
where to start, don’t be afraid to go 
total cliché! Who cares if your room 
looks exactly like the next one over 
(it won't), but I wouldn’t mind, after 
all I love it. Some staple items include 
fake vines, a tapestry, fairy lights, an 
air freshener, succulents, a cozy seat 
cushion (and tons of pillows!), a cork 
board and a giant teddy bear. Okay, 
maybe not the last one, but I find him 
quite comforting, 

Happy decorating! 


Thursday, October 12, 2023 


UPCOMING 
EVENTS 


SUNDAY OCTOBER 15 
CHORAL 
COLLAGE 


2:30 pm Straughn Theater 


SATURDAY OCTOBER 21 
PRISM 


7:30 pm Straughn Theatre 


SUNDAY OCTOBER 29 


OCTOBOEFEST 


4:30 pm Straughn Theater 


SATURDAY 
NOVEMBER 3 
Jazz Band & 


Mansfeldians 
7:30 pm Straughn Theater 


SUNDAY NOVEMBER 5 
ORCHESTRA 
CONCERT 


4:30 pm Straughn Theater 


Thursday, October 12, 2023 
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The Loomis Gallery: Alumni Art Exhibition 


Semya Andrews-Laysears 
Treasurer 

Last month, Allen Hall’s Loomis 
Gallery was home to the 2023 Alumni 
Art Exhibition, a show that displayed 
45 pieces of art made by six former 
Mansfield students. Being the first 
exhibition of the semester, the pieces 
were on display from August 25 to 
September 21, with a reception held 
on its final night. Open to the public, 
the pieces on display ranged from oil 
paintings of natural scenery to the 
hand painted eggs by Jeff Kuchak. 

Former art education students 
Robb Bomboy, Keith Crowley, 
Tata Edmonds, Lance Montross, 
Jeff Kuchak and Luke Sassani 
displayed their work. The variety of 
art shown was not only displayed 
through the mediums used in each 
piece but was also seen through the 
contrasting display of styles and 
pieces each artist chose to present. 
Robb Bomboy’s digital photos in 
his “Shale Perception Series” stuck 
with me. Bomboy’s series of digital 
photographs capture gas drillinge— 
also known as fracking—tigs from 
different perspectives with the goal of 
spreading awareness of the fracking 


Catch Up with SGA | Homecoming Soon! 


Semya Andrews-Laysears 
Treasurer 

Homecoming will take place on 
Saturday, October 21 this year! Voting 
is open right now; students can vote 
for king and queen by logging into 
MyMansfield at portal.mansfield. 
edu. Homecoming voting will end on 
Wednesday, October 11 at midnight. 

Fall Fest will be Friday, October 
20 on the South Hall Mall. The rain 
location will be KFC. This year’s 
Fresh Check event had a_ great 
turnout on September 27 with over 
100 students attending. The Student 
Veterans Organization (MUSVO) is 
still in the process of planning their 
annual Veteran’s Day luncheon. The 
First United Methodist Church on 
E Wellsboro St will be running their 
monthly second Saturday shoe bank 
on Saturday, October 14 at 10 a.m. 
The church is mostly looking for 
cleats and sneakers, but any donations 
are appreciated. 

On Friday, October 13, SGA’s 
E-board will meet to finalize this 
year’s student activity fee budget. SGA 


industry’s harm to the planet. “In 
the water,’ pictured, is a photo of a 
stream overlayed with the names of 
different chemical materials such as 
boric acid and calcium chloride. The 
chemical listed on the picture are 
fracking byproducts that often end 
up in water sources, which puts the 
health of any person or animal using 
that water source at risk. 

Other pieces displayed weren’t 
as literal as Bomboy’ _ seties. 
Alumni Tata Edmonds explores 
the connections, fibers and patterns 
of all living matter in her paintings, 
creating intricate pieces with threads 
and patterns connecting themselves 
to everything. One standout for me 
was “Our Names are Written in 
Heaven.” 

To see the pieces, artists and 
their statements, Loomis Gallery 
has a page on Mansfield’s website 
with more information about the 
Alumni show. The current exhibit is 
titled ’ Architectural Wonders of the 
World: An exhibition of paintings 
by Glen Hansen,” and will be open 
to the public Mondays-Fridays from 
8am to 4pm until October 19, 2023. 


will have the proposed budget ready 
to meet with admin the following 
week to enact. SGA President 
Ashley Newell will be meeting with 
Commonwealth University president 
Bashar Hanna monthly, and any 
students who have questions to direct 
to President Hanna, and may not be 
comfortable contacting him directly, 
may teach Ashley at newelljt28@ 
mansfield.edu. October 1 through 
6, BSU sold breast cancer awareness 
ribbons and will be having a bake sale 
in Alumni and Lower Manser from 
October 10-13. SAGA’s annual dance 
will be held in March. 

If you would like additional 
information concerning any of 
these topics and more, all minutes 
are published on the official SGA 
Mansfield webpage. Weekly meetings 
take place in Alumni 307 on 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. and are open 
to all. 


Photo Courtesy of Loomis Gallery webpage 
Eggs by Jeff Kuchak 


Photo Courtesy of Loomis Gallery webpage 
"In the Water" by Robb Bomboy 
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One Piece: The King of the Netflix (Spoilers Ahead!) 


Valerie Miller 
Production Manager 

One Piece. Once a show my 
roommate casually mentioned 
which now seems to be everywhere. 
I am not typically a fan of anime, 
but when I saw the trailer for the 
new Netflix adaptation, I knew had 
to add it to my list and boy am I 
glad I did! The story immediately 
roped me in, opening with Gol D 
Roger being executed for his crimes 
of being a pirate, as in this universe 
such a thing is illegal. He was the 
greatest pirate to ever live. In his 
final words, he tells those gathered 
around him that all his treasures are 
together as “The One Piece” and 
it is up for the taking of whoever 
finds it. Those who do find it will 
become “The King of the Pirates.” 
He had barely extinguished his last 
breath before the people ran to 
their boats to begin their hunt for 
The One Piece. 

The show wraps you in with plot 
twists in almost every episode. My 
favorite thing about the show are 
the characters. In the first episode, 
we have three of the five main 
crew members. We meet Luffy (the 
protagonist with the hat), Nami 
(the orange haired member), and 
Zoro (the sword master with green 
hair). I immediately fell in love with 
Luffy. His character always shows 
determination and excitement with 
everything he does. He could be up 


against thousands of enemies, but 
he will smile through his whole fight 
even if he gets hurt. Eventually, we 
meet Usopp a lovable character 
skilled with a slingshot. Then 
halfway through the show, we meet 
Sanji, a brilliantly skilled chef who 
hopes to satisfy the never-ending 
hunger of Luffy and the rest of the 
crew. He is also extremely skilled in 
hand-to-hand combat which never 
hurts. The only critique that I have 
of the characters is the fact that we 
do not meet Sanji until episode five, 
which is over halfway through the 
show. I love his character and I wish 
that we got to see more of him. 
All the characters are perfectly 
developed so it keeps you loving 
each of them for their own 
quirks. Luffy is happy-go-lucky no 
matter what he faces, Nami is the 
straightforward older sister of the 
group, Zoro is the funny sarcastic 
character, Usopp is also happy- 
go-lucky, but he has a softer teddy 
bear side to him, and Sanji is also 
funny and sarcastic but a lot more 
outgoing than Zoro. I could talk 
for hours about how much I love 
these characters, so I must give the 
credit where it is due. One Piece is 
based on the manga written and 
illustrated by the one and only 
Eiichiro Oda. The fanbase of One 
Piece is massive, and I understand 
why. I will try to read the Manga 
now that I am into the series. I want 


more and I am excited to see what 
Netflix has in store for season two. 
One Piece was renewed for season 
two within a month of premiering, 
which is inconceivable to think 
about. 

One Piece was #1 for three 
weeks in a row and as of writing 
this has dropped down to #3. 
This means it has been in the top 
10 for four weeks now which is 
its entire time on Netflix. This 
totals 54 million views in just four 
weeks. This show was an immediate 
success, and I can fully understand 
why. I can’t wait to start reading the 
manga to get more of the gang and 
their adventures. The cast and crew 
alike are all fans of the manga and 
anime. In watching the interviews 


with the cast and crew, you can really 
see the love that they have for the 
series. They were proud to be a part 


of it, and the show cinematically 


was extremely well done. Overall, 
from the acting to animating, to 
filming to 
perfectly done. I highly recommend 


set, everything was 


watching the behind-the-scenes of 
the show after watching the show. 
They are all on YouTube and it 
shows you just how much work 
was put into the show. Behind the 
scenes is just as important as what 
is on the screen, and I believe that 
the videos showing behind the 
scenes really prove this. They built 
most of the sets, there was barely 


Inside Sorority Recruitment Week 


Kassidy Moyer 
Staff Writer 
September 12 
September 


througwh 
15 was fecruitment 
week for sororities here on the 
Mansfield campus. Girls were able 
to interact with four sororities: 
Alpha Sigma Alpha, Alpha Sigma 
Tau, Delta Zeta, and Zeta Tau 
Alpha. 
nights of recruitment week, those 


Throughout the four 


participating got to know the 
existing members of each sorority. 
Sororities planned activities to get 
to know one another, which helped 
decide 
which sorority they might want to 


potential new members 


join. By the end of the week, a few 
girls joined their sorority of choice 
and found their new “home.” 
Greek life as a whole tends 
to have a pretty bad reputation. 
Admittedly, I also believed in this 
bad reputation and wanted to avoid 


ever going Greek. However, after 
getting to know some members of 
our sororities, I realized that my 
perceptions were untrue. Every 
sorority that we have at Mansfield 
is full of kind, intelligent women. I 
feel honored to have been able to 
get to know so many of them. 

Recruitment week and my 
time as a sorority member made 
me realize that Greek life does 
not deserve to have such a bad 
reputation associated with it. 
Sororities—or fraternities if you 
prefer—are an amazing way to 
get involved in community service 
both on and off campus. Outside 
of the service aspect of Greek 
life, it is also such a good way to 
make friends. I have only been in 
a sorority for about two weeks, but 
I already feel so connected to the 
other members and I am so grateful 
to have them. 


Greek life is definitely not for 
evetybody, and that is perfectly 
fine. However, if you want to get 
more involved around campus, it is 
something you could look into. 


any green screen with the physical 
scene parts. One Piece is on Netflix 
now so there is no reason to not 
watch it. I hope you enjoy it as 


much as I do! 


Photo courtesy of imdb.com 
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Mountaineers Fall in Home 
Opener Against Army 


Taya-Reese Johnson 
Secretary 

Mansfield’s sprint football team 
was overpowered during their home 
opener, resulting in a 47-6 loss in 
their matchup against Army at Karl 
Van Norman Field on Saturday, 
September 23. The Black Knights 
asserted their dominance quickly 
in the first quarter. However, for 
Mountaineer senior linebacker Matt 
Robert, the efficacy of the aggressive 
Black Knights could not overshadow 
his breaking Mansfield’s all-time 
tackle record within the first minutes 
he spent on the field. Robert’s 
tackling of the Black Knight’s 
Henry Beck (who would go on to 


score two touchdowns during the 
contest) counted as his 208th career 
tackle, breaking the record tie that he 
previously had with Jake Myers ‘13. 
The Black Knights racked up 21 
points by the end of the first quarter. 
At the onset of the second quarter, 
Mansfield’s = junior = quarterback 


Cahsid Raymond connected with 
junior wide receiver Eli Swan to 
score the Mountaineers’ first points 
of the contest. The Black Knights 
successfully blocked the conversion 
kicked by freshman kicker Nolan 
Zona. Raymond, who made the 
All-CSFL First Team last season 
and who holds the record for most 
career rushing yards in program 
history, rushed for 51 yards during 
the contest. Swan ended the contest 
with five receptions for 93 yards, 
while junior wide receiver LaTrenton 
Randle had 3 receptions for 83 yards. 
Despite the Mountaineers’ offensive 
efforts, six points would be all that 
they could muster up. Going into 
halftime, the Black Knights had 
picked up another ten points for a 
31-6 scoreline. 


During the halftime break, the 
POW/MIA Chait of Honor was 
unveiled as part of the Mansfield 
Department of Athletics’ Military 
Appreciation Weekend. After the 


ysFIELD 


Photo Courtesy of Emma Palmer from gomouties.com 


Wide Reciver Ta'Ron Hewan gives thumbs up. 


break, the Black Knights tacked on 
14 points in the third quarter and two 
points in the fourth quarter for a final 
scoreline of 47-6. Despite the score, 
the Mountaineers’ defensive line was 
not without its standouts. Robert, the 
Mountaineer’s newest record breaker, 
and junior linebacker Gavin Hinman 
both finished with 10 solo tackles. 
Sophomore linebacker Ian Mapp 
contributed to the Mountaineers’ 
defensive efforts with four solo 
tackles and a sack. 

Since the home opener, the 
Mountaineers are starting their 
season with a 0-2 record, following a 
0-45 loss while visiting Navy. At the 
moment, the Mountaineers sit last 
in the standings for the CSFL North 
division. The Mountaineers look 
forwatd to the remainder of their 
season in which they will face off 
against Caldwell University, Chestnut 
Hill College, Cornell University and 
St. Thomas Aquinas College. 


Photo Courtesy of Emma Palmer from gomouties.com 
Defensive Back Darren Rodman Charges with the ball 
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A Night for the Professors 


Jason Gao 
Staff Writer 

On Saturday, September 16, 
soprano Dr. Alissa Rose and tenor 
Jordan Schreiner performed a 
“Faculty Voice Recital” in Steadman 
Theatre accompanied on piano by 
Dr. Eun-Joo Kwak. Dr. Rose and 
Mr. Schreiner are music professors at 
Mansfield and run two of the three 
voice studios needed to accommodate 
Mansfield voice students. Dr. Kwak is 
the primary piano professor at MU, 
teaching the piano studio and Class 
Piano’s III through V. 

The recital opened with Dr. Rose 
singing “Tornami a vagheggiar” 
from the opera “Alcina” by baroque 
German composer George Frederic 
Handel. The song occurs at the end 
of the first act and shows Morgana 
expressing her love for Ricciardo. 
The piano initiates a sequential, 
galloping motif that Dr. Rose mirrors 
with exceptional grace and accuracy. 
Intersecting the middle is a broader, 
yearning minor modulation where 
Morgana promises that she can only 
evet be faithful to Riccardo now that 
she’s given him her heart. Leading up 
to the conclusion of the song, Dr. 
Rose glides across rapid arpeggios 
and holds out on almost siten-like 
high notes before the piano ends 
with one last, tapering recapitulation 
of the main theme. 

After Dr. Rose gives the stage 
to Mr. Schreiner, he reads some 
program notes about “Spring Songs,” 
a five-movement set by contemporary 
American composer Robert Paterson 
that Mr. Schreiner performed for the 


Sewanee Music Festival. As explained 
by Mr. Schreiner, each movement 
is based on a poem, beginning with 
sparrows in New York and ending 
with the happy memory of a lover ina 
thunderstorm. In the first movement 
“English Sparrows” (poem by 
Edna St. Vincent Millay), Dr. Kwak 
sensitively brings out the different 
colors of each picturesque chord and 
plays delicate, glittery melody-filler 
that give the feeling of flight. Mr. 
Schreiner sings with a powerful but 
relaxing warmth that gives the song a 
peaceful calm. Contrasting this song 
is the fourth movement, “Widow’s 
Lament in Springtime” (poem by 
William Carlos Williams,) where Mr. 
Schreiner sings with a great weight, 
sometimes grand such as when he’s 
recalling the time with his husband 
or exclaiming the presence of white 
flowers, but also at time grave and 
wistful as when expressing his 
inability to be brought joy by what 
once always did. 

her next set, Dr. 
performed “Tre Sonetti de Petrarca” 


For Rose 
by romantic Hungarian composer 
Franz Liszt, who has set music 
to three sonnets by Petrarch. As 
discussed by Dr. Rose, Petrarch was 
14th century poet who was one of 
the first humanists, and a lot of his 
sonnets ate love sonnets to a fabled 
Laura, reflecting a purist love that 
becomes an ideal through other 
writing in history. One of the most 
beautiful pieces of the recital is the 
first sonnet, “Pace non ‘Trovo,’ 
ot “I find no peace.’ Touches of 
chromaticism and fluctuating tension 


Meet and Greet with 
PA Representatives 


Dr. Jon Rothermel 
Flashlight Contributor 
Dr. Bosworth and Dr. Rothermel 
hosted a "meet and greet" with 
PA Representatives Clint Owlett 
(PAG8-R) and David Madsen 
(PA104-D) on Friday, Oct 6 
from 11-11:45 am in 110 Retan. 
Representative Madsen was one of 
you.....15 years ago! He graduated 
from Mansfield in 2009 and was 
recently elected to the PA House of 
Representatives. He approached me 
about coming back to Mansfield with 
local PA Representative Clint Owlett. 
Dave and Clint are rising stars in their 
respective parties. 


Photo Courtesy of Jason Gao 
Dr. Rose accompanied by Dr. Kwak 


reflect the desperate, begging love 
of the poem itself, which includes 
translations such as “And I hate 
myself / And love another.” The 
piano’s arpeggios follow a nocturnal 
trance, and both performers’ phrases 
are long and wailing. 

After 
performed three songs in Spanish, 


intermission, Dr. Rose 
including two songs from “Dos 
Canciones,’ by Mexican composer 
Blas Galindo, who was a student of 
fellow Mexican composer Manuel 
Ponce, who composed the third song 
“Fstrellita,” or “little star’ The first 
song is “Arrullo,’ or “lullaby,” and 
sounds gentle in both parts and was 
performed with a quiet love. The 


second song “Madre mia, cuando 
muera,” or “my mother, when I die,” 
is a short, energetic song despite 
the bitter-debatably-sweet message 
telling the mother to mourn them 
but play off her pain for others. 
“Estrellita” is a lovesick waltzing 
song with unhurried piano work and 
enamored singing. 

Mr. Schreiner’s final set was by 
Florence Price, who, as announced 
by Mr. Schreiner, was “the first 
African American woman to have 
her composition performed by a 
major American orchestra,’ Price’s 
“music is characterized by a blend 
of classical forms with elements 
of African American spirituals and 


Owlett on left 
Madsen on Right 
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folk melodies.” “A White Rose” 
is a romantic love song about the 
blush of a white rose with delicate 
ballroom-esque accompaniment. 
In a darker tone, “Bewilderment” 
is a song of passionate questioning 
that Mr. Schreiner sings in a lovely 
dark, full tone. The last piece of the 
recital, “An April Day,’ is about the 
sufficiency of just living on a day 
of April bliss, elevated by grandiose 
and both dreamy and 
virtuosic piano work. 


singing 


Photo Courtesy of Dr. Jon Rothermel 
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A Whole New Sound and Style — “It’s Not Me, It’s You” 


Jenna Harrell 
Staff Writer 
“It’s Not Me, It’s You” was 

released by Lily Allen in 2009 as her 
second studio album after “Alright, 
Still”? I would say that this album 
does have a little going against it from 
the start, in a way; the main reason 
for this being that the album’s genre 
is a bit different for her. The genre 
is still pop, but it’s not reggae or ska 
inspired like her first album — rather, 
it’s definitely more electropop. Even 
the album cover is a sign that things 
are going to be different this time 
around: “Alright, Still” has an album 
cover that is nothing short of chaotic, 
featuring tons of miscellaneous 
objects decorating the cover. 
Meanwhile, “It’s Not Me, It’s You” 
is simplistic, just featuring Lily sitting 
on an uppercase L with her eyes shut 
as the album title is stationed at the 
upper left corner of the cover. If you 
remember my review of “Alright, 
Still’, youll remember that I praised 
the sound of the album quite a lot, 
remarking on how distinct it was (and 
still is). So, is this album an interesting 
new form for Lily to take on, or is 
it a record that just aims to chase 
trends and be mainstream, sacrificing 
individuality? 

Song scores go from one to five: 
1 — Bad; 2 - Not Very Good; 3 — 
Decent; 4 — Great; 5 - Amazing 

“Everyone’s At It” — 4 — Well, 

if anyone needed convincing that 
this album is trying to be taken 
seriously and focus on making good 
music, this might convince anyone. 
While the song is a bit long and can 
drag a bit, this is genuinely a great 
opener to the album. The song is 
definitely... unique, as the topic of the 
song focuses on drug usage and the 
problem with it that was poisoning 
younger people back then (and, fair 
enough, still to this day). In the song, 
Lily discusses how people make 
excuses to take drugs and complains 
about how people claim to want to 
solve the problem, yet don’t admit 
they themselves are a part of it. After 
all, everyone’s at it. 

“The Fear” — 5 — Some people 
have called this Lily’s best song, and 
while I don’t agree, I can say that this 


is probably one of her best. “The 
Fear” in my opinion is kind of like 
a better version of “Everyone’s At 
It,” as both comment on well-known 
social issues, but with “The Fear,’ 
the song is made stronger due to 
the narrative voice. In “Everyone’s 
At It’, Lily is talking against the 
behaviors of those around her; but in 
“The Fear,” Lily is both aware of how 
she’s the problem, but also wanting 
to just throw it to the wind and let 
her problem consume her. The 
song is about beauty standards and 
materialism, and how many people 
care more about being famous or 
looking good than doing what's right. 
The song does a great job of showing 
that in its lyrics. Not to mention how 
enjoyable the instrumentation is. 

“Not Fair” — 4 — This song is 
such a classic. This song is pretty 
distinctive compared to the other 
songs on the album, as it has country 
influences. This song is one that I’d 
say describes Lily Allen’s personal 
style very well. The lyrics are playful 
and somewhat vulgar, with her pretty 
voice contrasting it. This was the first 
Lily Allen song I listened to, and ’m 
really happy that it was. 

227 — 
heartbreaking, It’s about how women 


5 — This song is so 


are seen as disposable and too old 
once they turn 30, and the apathy and 
misery that comes with many women 
facing it. Even if they do everything 
that they possibly can, it can still feel 
like it’s not enough. This song is just 
wonderful in every way, and it’s a song 
that doesn’t just make you happy to 
listen to it due to its catchiness, but 
also makes you feel melancholy, too. 
Not many songs can do that, at least 
in my experience. 

“I Could Say” — 4 — I was 
pondering over whether to give this a 
three or a four, but I decided to give it 
a four. While I don’t love this song, it’s 
still very good. The instrumentation 
is pretty memorable, and the singing 
is very pretty. ’m not sure what 
else to say, and I think that’s why I 
was wrestling with myself a bit over 
the score. I felt it could be a three 
because the song is good, but I’m 
not too into it; but at the same time, 
it does so much right that a three out 


of five feels like a disservice, which is 
why I decided on a four. 


“Back to the Start’? — 5 — If I 
could give this a six, I would. This is 
my favorite Lily Allen song ever. It’s 
a song that takes a unique approach, 
even if it’s like “Everyone’s At It” 
and “The Fear” since it talks about 
a real issue. However, the problem 
described in this song is much more 
petsonal to the singer. The song 
describes Lily’s guilt for mistreating 
her older half-sister over the years, 
and her desire to make things right 
between them. Instead of trying to 
deflect blame or brush it off, Lily 
owns up to it, apologizes, and explains 
why she was so mean. If the lyrics 
werent enough, the instrumental is 
punchy, glitchy, and feels emotional 
in a way I can’t describe. The 
ending of the song feels perfectly 
melancholic. I seriously have a hard 
time understanding why this song 
isn’t up there with her biggest hits in 
terms of commercial success. It’s just 
the best. 

“Never Gonna Happen” — 3 — 
So... the word “unique” has shown 
up twice in this review thus far (not 
counting the use of itin this sentence). 
I feel that word is a good adjective for 
this song, but its individuality is mixed 
for me. The main quality that sets this 
song apart from everything else is the 
instrumentation. This song is polka- 
influenced. That’s not necessarily bad 
—a song can be polka and be good, 
but it just kind of puts me off. The 
song is catchy and it stands out, but 
I’m not sure if that is for the better. 
As for the lyrics, it is mostly just Lily 
telling a guy that she’s not interested 
in him and that she and he are — say 
it with me — never going to happen. 
It’s not bad, but it’s just not for me. 
Maybe some others will get a kick out 
of it, but that’s up to you. 

“Pe You” — 5 — When you look 
up “iconic” in the dictionary, there 
should be a play button that plays 
this song when you press it. Seriously, 
I’ve seen people who probably know 
nothing much of Lily Allen play this 
song, because even if it’s about a 
politician that isn’t really making too 
many waves nowadays (at least to my 


knowledge), it’s so hard to hate this 
song. It’s sassy and makes one feel 
smug in the best possible way when 
singing to it. The lyrics are so biting, 
and it tries to give criticism at times 
along with the insults instead of being 
almost four minutes of immaturely 


the song’s chorus is guaranteed to get 
stuck in your head at least once in 
your life. That can’t be further from 
bad. 

“Who'd Have Known” — 4 — This 
song is so cute. With an album that 
tends to talk a lot about dark topics, 
a song about just being happy and 
in love with someone is a well-done 
palate cleanser from the (admittedly 
deserved at times, given the topics 
discussed) negativity. I also love 
how adorable the instrumentation 
is, and how Lily and her producer 
accidentally made this song sound 
really similar to “Shine” by Take That, 
so they’re credited as songwriters — I 
find that funny for some reason. 

“Chinese” — 3 — I really wish I 
liked this song more than I do. It’s 
just alright in my opinion, but every 
time I look up people talking about 
their favorite Lily Allen songs, this 
one always seems to come up. I'm 
not dissing people’s music taste or 
anything, this song isn’t bad, I just 
don’t really care for it. It’s cute like 
“Who'd Have Known,” but not as 
fun or engaging to listen to. In terms 
of lyrics, it’s a sweet song, the music 
itself is fine. Maybe it’s that part that 
puts me off the most? I just wish I 
liked it more. 

“Him” — 4 — This is a really 
interesting look at religion and God 
as a whole. I admire how Lily took 
the route of wondering what God 
would be like if he was a human, 
while understanding that she can’t 
know the answers — she'll never 
know. The song is mainly made 
up of questions, while the chorus 
points out how many people have 
committed horrible acts in the name 
of God, and how that must make 
God himself uncomfortable. I love 
the guitars in this song, quite nice. 
Very good overall. 

“He Wasn’t There” — 4 —If I had 
a nickel for every time Lily Allen 


made an album where the album 
closer was a satcastic tribute to one 
of her family members, I would 
have two nickels. Which isn’t a lot 
of nickels, but it’s strange that it 
happened twice. Anyway, I love the 
vintage, fuzzy feeling this song gives, 
and how it’s personal like “Back to 
the Start” (but nothing tops that song 
for me). This song is about her dad, 
a comedian named Keith Allen who 
left her family when she was about 
four years old. The song describes 
how he “loves her” even though he 
wasn’t ever there for her and let her 
down, and how people around him 
defended him and insisted that she 
must give him time, even though 
she was the one affected by him. I 
love the way she sings the chorus in 
particular. A very good album closer. 

Total points: 50/60 Score: 83 

This album is such an improvement 
over her first one. For a lot of artists 
I’ve seen, lots of people say that they 
prefer the artist’s first record released, 
ot “their earlier stuff” so ve heard. 
Don’t get me wrong, “Alright, Still” 
is still a great time that I would 
recommend to most people, but I 
just can’t help but have some more 
love for this album, especially given 
how it contains my all-time favorite 
Lily Allen song. Something to notice 
in this review is how there wasn’t a 
single score under a three — which 
can be pretty hard to achieve at times 
for lots of musicians. I can’t say that 
I dislike any song on this album, even 
the ones I said that I didn’t care for. 
Just because I don’t care for a song 
doesn’t mean it’s bad, especially if I 
have more than one nice thing to say 
about it. There’s always something 
here for me to like, whether it be 
the wonderful singing, the lyrics that 
always have something interesting 
to say, or the music itself that sticks 
in your head long after you’re done 
listening. While this album isn’t 
perfect, I can’t stress just how much 
I enjoyed myself while listening to 
this. It’s not a masterpiece, but it’s a 
creative stride from her typical works 
that I hold in high regard. 
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Mansfield Football Team Triumphs in 
Homecoming Game 


Dante Thompson 
Staff Writer 

In a Homecoming thriller on 
Saturday, October 21, the Mansfield 
Mountaineers defeated Cornell 
University 20-7 win. As it was 
Homecoming weekend, the seniors 
of the football team were recognized 
and honored for their hard work and 
dedication as a crucial part of the 
team. The 2023 senior class included 
Bryce Allen, Gage Aumick, Ethan 
Cina, Gavin Hinman, Matt Robert, 
Michael Beals, Kade Showers, Alex 
Dean and Terrance Quaker. All have 
made an impact and played a crucial 
role in the Mansfield Mountaineers 
sprint football program. 

The atmosphere and energy of 
this football game was truly one of 
a kind. The implications of it being 
Homecoming and Senior Day, with 
alumni returning to campus, and 
coming off a dominant win against 
Chestnut Hill College amplified 
the vibes taking place at Karl Van 
Norman field. A packed-out crowd 
was ready for this game as the stands 
were filled with red and black and the 
Mountaineers were rocking the black 
uniforms for homecoming, The hype 
in this Homecoming matchup fueled 
the Mountaineers and their crowd as 


it was a game to remember. 

The teams started a bit slowly as 
the offenses weren’t gaining much 
traction in the scoring column. 
Mansfield began to gain some 
ground in the second quarter as 
Cahsid Raymond was able to put 
the first points on the board with a 
three-yard rushing touchdown. This 
gave Mansfield momentum as the 
defense was able to get numerous 
defensive stops and opportunities 
for the offense to take advantage of. 
As the clock wound down, Raymond 
finds Quaker with an amazing pin- 
point pass into the endzone to make 
it a 14-0 lead heading into halftime. 
The crowd was absolutely amazed by 
the final moments of this half and 
couldn’t contain themselves as it was 
looking closer to a Homecoming win. 

The second half had a rocky start 
to it like the first quarter where both 
teams couldn’t find rhythm in their 
offenses. Finally Cornell found some 
rhythm as they established their run 
game which led to a 24-yard rushing 
touchdown for Cornell to cut the lead 


down 14-7. This game turned into a 
battle in the trenches as both teams 
were battling to get more points on 
the board. With less than a minute 
left in the third quarter, Mansfield 
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managed to power through a drive 
that ended with one-yard rushing 
touchdown by Terrance Quaker to 
make the score 20-7. The Mounties 
held off Cornell in the final quarter 
as they celebrated a 20-7 win to kick 
off homecoming weekend. 

It was certainly a star-studded 
showing with Cahsid Raymond and 
Terrance Quaker as they made a 
huge impact for the offense. On the 
defensive side, Mansfield had a strong 
presence as they picked up multiple 
tackles and sacks in the game. With 
Cahsid Raymond breaking career 
records and the seniors stepping up 


in a major way on both sides of the 
ball, this homecoming game lived 
up to the hype and even more. The 
Mansfield Mountaineers are looking 
to keep the momentum going as 
their final two games are on the road 
against St. Thomas Aquinas College 
on October 27 and Chestnut Hill 
College on November 4. 


The Flashlight -2 


CU-Mansfield 


Dr. Adam Brennan | Director of Bands 
(and the World) 


Valerie Miller 
Production Manager 

Dr. Adam Brennan, also known 
affectionately to students as Dr. B: 
Director of Bands and the World, 
is a well-known professor to music 
and non-music students alike. Dr. 
Brennan is the Director of bands 
at Mansfield, and he is a Professor 
of Percussion. Though he focuses 
primarily on percussion himself, Dr. 
Brennan usually teaches the wind 
ensembles in Butler as well. 

Dr. Brennan grew up in Chicago 
Heights, Illinois, where he and his 
family started their own family rock 
band. His brothers taught him how to 
play the drum set while they played 
guitar. His brother and sister played 
piano, two of his other brothers 
played bass guitar, and they all sang, 
“Tt was kinda like The Brady Bunch,” 
Dr. Brennan said. 


Dr. Brennan attended Marian 
Catholic High School, which has an 
exceptionally good music program. 
Dr. Brennan’s biggest influence was 
his high school band director, Mr. 
Bimm. When Dr. Brennan entered 
the band room for the first time and 
observed his teacher, he knew that he 
loved music, “The moment I saw him 
I was like, “I have to do that.” When 
Dr. Brennan proposed the idea of 
pursuing music professionally to his 
father, he said “You don’t mean a 
rock drummer do you?” He replied, 
“No, I want to be a music teacher 
like Mr. Bimm.” After that, his father 
approved. 

Before high school, Dr. Brennan 
wanted to go into the military and 
follow in his older brother’s footsteps, 
but he said that all changed “the first 
time I walked into a high school band 
rehearsal, and I saw what [Mr. Bimm] 
was able to do,” he thought “that's it. 
That’s where [I] belong.” From then 
on, his mind and heart were set on 
music. 
first 
degree at Western Illinois University 


Dr. Brennan earned his 


in music education. After obtaining 
his first degree, he taught in Indiana 
for a few years, later going back to 
Western Illinois University to get his 
master's in composition. Once he 
attained his master's, he worked at 


the university as the assistant director 
of bands for around five years. Dr. 
Brennan then decided to attend the 
University of Oklahoma in pursuit 
of his doctorate in instrumental 
conducting. Once he was satisfied 
with his level of education, he began 
working at Mansfield University in 
1995. 

On top of being the director of 
Mansfield University, Dr. 
Brennan is also a composer. He has 


bands a 


written countless pieces for himself, 
other schools, our school, and our 
marching band. He finds the process 
of writing music to be “almost 
therapeutic.” Though _ his 
writing can be therapeutic, it is not 


music 


always a joyous time. Dr. Brennan 
will occasionally become inspired by 
he negativity he faces in the world, 
channeling his emotions into the 
energy of his compositions. One of 
his most memorable pieces, “There 
Will Be Justice,” 
how Dr. Brennan felt about police 


is a reflection of 


shootings. [Police doing the shooting 


or getting shot. This isn’t clear.] It 


felt to him as though there was a new 
incident every day, so he just had to 
find a way to express his feelings. 
There was an incident at his own 
child’s school around the time and 
after talking with his son Ian about it, 
he felt moved to write a piece called 
“Tenebrae.” He uses music as a form 
of reflection, whether it be of society 
or himself. 

Dr. Brennan’s favorite class 
to teach in his almost 30 years of 
instruction at Mansfield University 
has been Music Theory I. Initially he 
had been hesitant saying that “I’m 
not a theorist, I'm a composer.” He 
added that “just because I have a 
degree in theory and composition 
doesn’t make me qualified to teach 
it.” In the end, he gave the class his 
all and loved teaching it. And he 
was sad once the University found 
someone to fill the position. He 
teally enjoyed theory because he 
had the opportunity to meet with 
and teach all the new and incoming 
students. Typically, he would only 
meet the students who were in the 
wind ensembles, but he got to meet 
all of the other instrumentalists since 


everyone in the music department 
has to take Music Theory I. 

On top of being the director of 
a Grammy nomination-eligible wind 
ensemble, Dr. Brennan is also the 
director of the marching band. He 
not only writes the music for that, 
but he also creates a mesmerizing 
drill. When I asked him about how he 
does it, he replied: “I loathe writing 
drill. I don’t enjoy it” because it is 
“geometry [within] music.” Even 
though it may not be his favorite part, 
he does note that “‘it’s almost a visual 
art expression of the music” which 
is what makes it so important and 


encourages him to keep doing it. 


he few non-music 
the 


department, I can agree with Dr. 


As one of 
majors involved in music 
Brennan on the fact that one of 
the best 


department has to be the people. The 


hings about the music 


people are amazing and create a sense 
of community within the campus. 


In times where I’ve had rough days, 
I have had multiple people come 
up to me and ask, “Is everything 
okay?” because they genuinely are a 


Photo Courtesy of Dr. Adam Brennan 


good group of people. I believe that 
the music department is one of the 
reasons that I love it so much here 
at Mansfield. I wish that everyone 
could experience the community 
that I do. The good news is that they 
can! Dr. Brennan wants everyone to 
know that they do not have to be a 
music major to be involved in the 
music department. In the spring 
of 2024, there are both wind and 
vocal ensembles that welcome and 
encourage people from all different 
majors to create music. There is 
Festival Chorus for vocalists and 
Symphonic Band for instrumentalists. 
If someone is struggling, there will 
always be professors and students 
who are more than happy to help. 
Additionally, a good chunk of the 
music students on campus are 
music education majors, and there 
is no doubt that any one of them 
could walk others through their 
challenges. Music is for everyone, 
and Mansfield’s music department is 
a perfect example of this! 

Fun fact about Dr. B: He loved 


water skiing as a kid. 


Thursday, November 2, 2023 


UPCOMING 
EVENTS 


SATURDAY 
NOVEMBER 3 


Jazz Band & 


Mansfeldians 
7:30 pm Steadman Theater 


SUNDAY NOVEMBER 5 


ORCHESTRA 
CONCERT 


2:30 pm Steadman Theater 


FRI & SAT NOV 10, 11 
SUN NOVEMBER 12 
OPERA: 
ALBERT 
HERRING 


7:30 pm Straughn Theater 
2:30 pm Straughn Theater 


SUNDAY NOVEMBER 19 
WIND 
ENSEMBLE 
CONCERT 


2:30 pm Steadman Theater 


e. 
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Tailgating at the 
Homecoming Game 


Quinn Eyster 
Staff Writer 

There were four tailgating parties 
this year at the Homecoming game, 
each hosted by differing families and 
groups. When asked why they tailgate 
each group had very similar answers: 
they believe that it is a great time to 
connect with people and get excited 
for the game. The first group that 
were set up and prepared with food 
were the faculty and alumni at the 
pavilion by Decker. There was an 
informal pulled pork competition 
between Dr. Lee Stocks and Dr. 
Jimmy Guignard which came to a 
draw, according to those that tried 
both. They were both good. 

Another party was hosted by 
the music fraternity and_ sorority, 
which featured beef hotdogs and 


hamburgers before and during a 
bit of the game. The group also 
used this event to fundraise for 
the music program through selling 
painted rocks and soda. Another 
party was hosted by a social sorority 
and a previous Mansfield fraternity. 
They had snack trays with various 
vegetables, cheeses, meats and some 
drink dispensers with hand mixed 
drinks. The group also had water 
for their underaged members. After 
the game there was a party hosted 
by several families that had been 
tailgating for many years. They held 
the party later on for the purpose of 
feeding some of the football players. 
Alongside the food on the grill, they 
brought a lot of sweets. 


CU-Mansfield 


Trevor Christ 
Staff Writer 

On October 15, 2023, the Alpha 
Sigma Alpha Sorority and the Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon Fraternity joined 
together to clean up trash alongside 
South Main Street in Mansfield. The 
event has been hosted every semester 
by Alpha Sigma Alpha in efforts to 
keep litter off the street, which has 
been “adopted” by the Sorority 
as part of the Adopt-A-Highway 
program. 

Members of the organizations 
walked from Spencer Road just past 
he Highway 15 overpass and in the 
other direction to near Eighth Street. 
Along the way, they gathered trash 
from alongside South Main Street 
including plastic debris, bottles, and a 
arp. Brother of Sigma Alpha Epsilon 
Seth Gorsline said, “It was great 
fellowship; it was cold out but great 


to be out with everybody keeping our 


own clean.” 


Bella Folino, president of Alpha 


The Flashlight -3 


Keeping Mansfield Clean 


Sigma Alpha, was proud to see a 
tradition continue that has been part 
of the sorority’s history for over 20 
years. She said: “I was Service and 
Giving Chair prior to becoming 
president and organizing adopt a 
highway was always a great way to 
connect with the community as well 
as other Greek organizations.” 
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Quinn Eyster 
Staff Writer 

Mansfield’s Choral Collage took 
place on Saturday, October 14, in 
Steadman Theater. The event started 
and ended powerfully, with each 
song providing a strong and unique 
contribution to the overall story. 
The theme “Common Ground” was 
selected by choral director Dr. Peggy 
Dettwiler. According to Dettwiler, 
she wanted to create a concert 
with a true meaning behind it, not 
just “pretty music and then you go 
home.” Much of the music in the 
show was originally composed by 
black or native Americans with notes 
on their individual struggles and joys. 
Shirley and Bill Hebe from Wellsboro 
said, “It was wonderful, we teally 
liked the light on Native Americans 


A Powerful Message: 
Mansfield Choral Collage 


and Blacks and what they were going 
through.” 

Some songs that stood out to me 
were the Cherokee Morning song, 
“Jonny Schmoker” and “Motherless 
Child.” Cherokee Morning song had 
such a bright sound to it, one audience 
member commented “‘it sounded like 
a sunrise.” “Jonny Schmoker” had 
the audience laughing with the slight 
acting with the song, “Motherless 
Child” was also done very well. The 
soloists conveyed a lot of the feelings 


at the core of the song very well. 
One viewer commented, “he was the 
motherless child.” 
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The Colors of Prism: Review of 27th Prism Concert 


Lillian Ulsh 
Staff Writer 
Valerie Miller 
Production Manager 

Prism’s 27th Annual Concert was 
performed recently in Steadman 
Theater. For those that are unaware, 
Prism is a concert that showcases 
the different “colors” 
Composed of 19 ensembles, the 


of music. 


concert was a joyful experience 
for audience members as they 
ate immersed in darkness while 
performers surround the perimeter 
to deliver multiple genres of music. 
Due to these circumstances, Prism 
has become one of Mansfield’s 
most cherished traditions. 

Prism started with Dr. Adam 
Brennan. It used to be called "The 
Department Gala" concert. It was 
half serious, half light-hearted. The 
main difference was that it was only 
faculty involved, no students were 
in it. Though Prism was started at 
Mansfield by Dr. Brennan, he was 
not the inventor of the concept. 


Prism concerts have been going 
on around the world for years. Dr. 
Brennan started one here because 
his alma mater, Western Illinois 
University, used to perform one 
in their grand ballroom. In 1996 
Mansfield had the first annual Prism 
concert. Dr. Brennan suggested 
that in the twentieth year, it might 
be time to retire Prism concerts, but 
he was met with protests from staff 
and students alike. 

The concert does not happen 
takes 
preparation from 


overnight. It houts of 


students and 
faculty to get the pieces properly 
prepared. Once the 


approaches, the 


concert 
students and 
staff go through one quick dress 
rehearsal, which is all the practice 
that they get to perfect the magic 
of the Prism concert. 

With such little time to rehearse, 
the show had an outstanding variety 
Attendees heard 
everything from the percussion 


of musicians. 


section creating a song out-of-the- 


blue with Starbucks cups to a flute 
ensemble with a bass flute to a jazz 
ensemble. 

My favorite piece from the 
evening was “Homeward Bound” 
performed by the Concert Choir. 
Not only was there a perfect blend 
between all of the voice parts but 
due to the arc that they formed 
around the theater the sound filled 
the entirety of Steadman Theater. 

The most unique part of the 
that, 
each ensemble, witty monologues 


performance was before 
are spoken that deliver quotes 


and explain statistics from fellow 


musicians.[Not sure what _ this 
means] The monologues were 
delivered in a way that was 


understandable to the audience 
while meaning a great deal to 
people on stage along with faculty 
of the music department. 

Everyone performed extremely 
well and left the audience excited 
for the 28th concert. 
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10/18/23 SGA Meeting Minutes 


Kassidy Moyer 
Staff Writer 

Fall Fest was held on Monday, 
October 30, at 6pm. Homecoming 
happened from Friday, October 20, 
to Sunday, October 22. In November 
is a Veteran’s Luncheon in North 
Manser at 11:30 am. If you are 
interested in attending or helping 
with setting up and tearing down, 
please RSVP through an email that 
will be sent out soon. 

The Food Committee recently 
had a meeting in which a to-go 
system was discussed. Students using 
the system will be able to get a to- 
go ticket from the register, allowing 
them to bring food from the dining 
hall home with them. 

Mansfield’s Nicole Book has 
been giving Title IX presentations. 
There is Title [IX training available 
for students to attend where free 
items will be given out. SAAC is 


holding a water pong tournament 
on October 26 at 7:30 pm. Proceeds 
from this tournament will be donated 
to Make-A-Wish. The First United 
Methodist Church is accepting 
donations of gently used shoes and 
cleats. Pantry of Angels, a local food 
bank, is holding a charity event. The 
event provides an opportunity for 
community service hours. 
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The State of Student Exchange at Mansfield 


Lillian Ulsh 
Staff Writer 

Current Commonwealth University 
is struggling to maintain two valuable 
study-abroad options for students 
the International Student Exchange 
Program (ISEP) and the United 
States-China Exchange Program 
(CHEPD 121) on the Mansfield 
campus. 

In 2016, Dr. Jonathan Rothermel 
and Dr. Jeffery Bosworth were given 
the title of Co-Directors of ISEP 
before the integration of Mansfield 
into Commonwealth University. 
ISEP is a program that is part of a 
consortium of over 300 universities 
in 50-60 different countries and 
Mansfield has been a member for 
20 years. When partnered with 
Commonwealth, students are able to 
choose one of two options for their 
abroad experience, ISEP Direct and 
ISEP Exchange. ISEP Direct gives 
students the opportunity to choose a 
location and campus with a guarantee 
they will be accepted because they 
would pay the foreign university's 
tuition, room, and board themselves. 

ISEP — Exchange 
students to create a list of their top 


encourages 


five foreign universities and students 
only have to pay their current school’s 
tuition while attending one of their 
chosen institutions. Between $500 
application and other non-mandatory 
fees, ISEP Exchange offers an 
affordable Additionally, 
since most of the expenses of ISEP 


option. 


Exchange are paid through their 
current school, students can also use 
any scholarships or grants they have 
received to pay for their trip. This 
is not the case for other programs 


such as the Council on International 
Education Exchange (CIEE), 
International Studies Abroad (ISA), 
and the Institute for the International 
Education of Students (ISE) where 
the expense of housing must come 
out of the students’ own pockets. 

Besides affordable prices, ISEP 
has other benefits. With access to this 
large consortium, universities are not 
bound to send or receive students to 
specific universities. So hypothetically, 
if a student from the University of 
Sunderland (UOS) wishes to come to 
Commonwealth University (CU), CU 
would not have to send one of their 
own students to UOS, which gives 
students more flexibility. Although 
the 300 schools do have to keep 
equilibrium in place to ensure stable 
enrollment, they ultimately have the 
chance to offer a great amount of 
educational opportunities to their 
students. 

CHEPD 121 is an exchange 
program shared between 
Commonwealth University and 
universities in China that allows 
students to spend one year at their 
home university, two yeats in a 
different university, and one year 
after their study abroad at their home 
university. Completing the program 
means students receive a degree 
at both universities. Running the 
program since 2013 Dr. Bradley Lint 
said, “Through 2020, each student 
from China paid $29,500 total per 
year to Mansfield, with the first year 
wited as a prepay, this total being 
comprised after $4,000 to $6,000 
per year in tuition waivers. With 
the change from per-credit to flat- 
fee tuition, the total dropped from 


STUDY ABROAD 


$25,900 to $19,500 annually.” 

Since 2007 the program has 
graduated around 60 students. After 
COVID-19, eight students were 
enrolled in the program, though 
the usual average was 4-5 students 
per year. Due to the program's 
relationships between colleges and 
its success, the program received 
pres coverage. Thirty-three articles 
were published in the last seven years 
referring to Dr. Lints CHEPD 121 
program in places like Williamsport 
Sun-Gazette, MU Press Releases, 
International Office in North China 
University, and Xian University of 
Science and Technology. 

Recently, Commonwealth 
University has decided to suspend 
CHEPD 121 and _ has heavily 
discussed ending its $4,750 annual 
20-yeatr-long membership with ISEP 
at the end of the 2023-2024 academic 
year. The university states it is making 
these decisions due to budget cuts. 
After extensive questioning, Dan 
Knort, Executive Director of 

Economic Development & 
External Affairs, said, “CHEPD 121 
is simply not a financially sustainable 
model and would not cover the 
cost of faculty compensation. 
While the program undoubtedly 
garnered much positive publicity 
over the years and was impactful 
to the students who participated in 
it, we have a responsibility to our 
Mansfield students to ensure that we 
are using their limited tuition dollars 
in a responsible and sustainable way.” 
Knorr said, “ISEP is a very good 
organization that tends to be utilized 
by smaller institutions that don’t have 
exchange programs for their students. 


Pre-integration, this was a great way 
for Mansfield to provide study abroad 
opportunities. As Bloomsburg and 
Lock Haven both had full in-house 
exchange programs, there was never 
a need to get these services through 
a membership organization at those 
campuses.” 

It is true that without these 
programs Commonwealth students 
do have other exchange programs 
they can turn to and integration has 
made things easier for students to 
manage their exchange programs 
since all of them are now going to be 
the responsibility of Commonwealth 
University’s Global 
Engagement instead of individual 
teachers. but the fact of the matter 
is that the Mansfield campus is at a 
disadvantage.[editorializing  here— 
would it be better to talk about how 
it’s different for campus and write an 
editorial for another issue?] While 
programs that have been a part of 


Center for 


Mansfield for years are shutting 
down Lock Haven and Bloomsburg 
campuses abroad programs (CIEEF, 
ISA, ISE) are thriving, All of these 
programs should become available to 
each campus soon. 

Rothermel said, “I think it is 
so important to understand what 
we're losing--the affordability and 
the ability to easily send and receive 
international exchange students. I 
want students to know there are still 
ways to study abroad but, without 
ISEP, all we have is basically exchange 
programs that are more expensive 
and are harder to access.” 


Photo Courtesy of efgapyear.com 
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Candy to Avoid Buying This Halloween: 


A Controversial Opinion 


Flashlight Contributor 

Halloween is the one day of the 
year where it is socially acceptable 
to knock on a stranger’s door to ask 
for candy. You parade around for 
hours in a costume, eat lots of candy 
without a care in the world, scare 
people, get a stomachache, and finally 
check your candy haul at the end of 
the night. Unfortunately, there was 
always candy in these hauls that I 
would get rid of. Everyone has their 
own preferences, but I personally 
think that the candies I am about to 
name should stay out of candy bags 
everywhere. 

Starting off strong, number one 
on the list is bubblegum. Hubba 
Bubba, Bazooka, Double Bubble, and 
every other bubble gum brand should 
not be popular around Halloween 
time (or any time of the year). There’s 
always a nice layer of dust on every 


piece of bubblegum, which adds to 


8/26/2023 
nderage 
onsumption 
During routine police patrol a 


PACC 6308a 


possession / 


female student was observed on 
ast Elmira Street near to Brooks 
Maintenance Building with an open 
container of alcoholic beverage. 
he suspect, who appeared to be 
toxicated and underage, refused 
‘o produce identification or provide 
Hemographic information upon 
Hemand. She was ultimately detained 
hnd transported to the Mansfield 
Police | Department 
here she was identified and it was 


niversity 


Hetermined that she was 19 years of 
hee. Following investigation a judicial 
eferral was filed and the incident was 
eared without arrest. 
Reported 8/26/2023 at 12:50 a.m. 


the already terrible flavor. In general, 
small kids make up a lot of trick-or- 
treaters, and bubblegum is a choking 
hazard. It’s also not something that 
is meant to be swallowed, so a lot 
more gum will end up spat out on the 
sidewalk rather than in a trash can. 
This increases everyone’s chances of 
stepping on gum the next day. 

Next on this list: Smarties. This 
is such a popular candy, yet I never 
see anyone actually eat them. Usually, 
I see kids crush them up and the 
dust gets everywhere. Smarties taste 
like what I think colorful chalkboard 
chalk would taste like. Overall, 
Smarties are not a terrible choice, 
but they’re definitely one of the last 
things I would eat. I never fail to take 
them out of my candy bag. 

Another classic: Tootsie Rolls. 
They are not the worst candy in the 
world, but they certainly are not the 
best. For a candy that’s supposed 
to be soft, they are so hard to chew 


sometimes. Tootsie Rolls are also 
especially hard to get out of your 
teeth, and they leave a funny feeling in 
yout mouth after eating them. There 
are much better chocolate alternatives 
that exist today, like M&M’s. Maybe 
thirty years ago they were amazing, 
but there are much better options to 
hand out today. 

A less popular option: DOTS. 
They are ironically marketed by 
Roll These 
colorful gumdrops are not handed 


Tootsie Industries. 
out as often as these other candies, 
but I would get at least two boxes in 
my candy bag every year. There are 
five flavors of the original DOTS: 
strawberry, cherry, lemon, lime, and 
orange. This selection of flavors does 
not appeal to me at all. It might be 
appealing to others, but there should 
be some better options when it comes 
to flavors. Personally, I would replace 
lime with apple, or lemon with blue 
raspberry. On top of the flavors not 


being appealing, DOTS are always so 
hard to chew. They are also one of 
those candies that gets stuck in your 
teeth. If something is going to get 
stuck in my teeth, I would rather it be 
an enjoyable flavor. 

Something I would get every year 
without fail in my candy bag were 
Lemonheads. Overall, I am not a 
fan of anything lemon-flavored in 
general. A hard lemon ball that you 
have to let marinate in your saliva in 
order to bite into it does not appeal to 
me. It’s like a bad lollipop without the 
stick. Maybe if there were strawberry- 
heads, or blue raspberry-heads, my 
opinion would not be so negative. 

This is not candy, but pretzels 
need to be on this list. I understand 
some people want to promote being 
healthy by not handing out candy, 
but pretzels were always a no-go for 
me. I never failed to take them out 
of my bag at the end of the night. 
It’s the one night a year where kids 


POLICE BEAT 


Anyone with information on any of these events are encouraged 
to contact the Mansfield University Police at 570-662-4900 


8/26/2023 Underage alcohol 
& campus policy 

On or about the above date, 
time, and location University Police 
responded to a report of a campus 
alcohol Upon 
investigation into the incident, 
revealing nine individuals all under 
the age of 21 and also under the 
influence of alcohol to be involved. 
All of the individuals were referred 
to the Campus Community Conduct 
Officer for further action. 

Reported 8/25/2023 at 7:28 p.m. 


policy violation. 


9/2/2023 Underage alcohol & 
campus policy 

On or about the above date, time, 
and location Mansfield University 
Police responded to a report of a 
campus alcohol policy violation. 
Upon investigation into the report, it 
was determined that five individuals 
all under the age of 21 were in 
possession of alcohol and_ three 


of the individuals had consumed 


alcohol. All individuals involved were 

referred to Campus Community 

Conduct Officer for further action. 
Reported 9/2/2023 at 9:12 p.m. 


9/8/2023 


Violation 


Campus Policy 

Police were dispatched to north 
corridor of the 3rd floor of Spruce 
Hall the report of a suspected odor 
of marijuana in that vicinity. A 
thorough check of the area failed to 
yield any odor of marijuana detected 
by the responding officer, however 
while investigating the initial call it 
was determined that there was cause 
to make contact with occupants of a 
room on a separate matter. During 
that contact, it was ascertained that 
the occupants had been utilizing a 
smoking device, which was prohibited 
by campus policy. Additionally, they 
had been utilizing an small electric 
charcoal burner to burn incense, 


which was also prohibited by campus 
policy because of the high potential 
the device has to cause a fire. All of 
the occupants have been referred to 
the Community Conduct Officer in 
relation to this incident. 

Reported 9/8/2023 at 1:35 p.m. 


10/14/2023 Fleeing or 
attempting to elude a_ police 
officer 

On or about the above date, time, 
and location, a university police officer 
attempted to stop a motor vehicle 
for a minor traffic violation. Upon 
being signaled to stop, the operator 
pulled the vehicle to the curb and 
then, upon stopping the vehicle, the 
operator immediately fled the stop 
on foot into an adjacent residential 
neighborhood. ‘Two passengers in 
the vehicle were identified and briefly 
detained by police, and the vehicle 
was towed from the scene. An 
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specifically go out to get candy, so 
let them have their fun and hand out 
candy. If not candy, then fruit snacks. 
Ive never heard anyone complain 
about getting fruit snacks. 

If you are someone that is going to 
be handing treats out this Halloween, 
remember that all candy is not created 
equal. Go with your gut and get the 
stuff that most people like: Twix, 
Kit-Kats, Hershey bars, Skittles, even 
fruit snacks if you want a healthier 
alternative compared to candy. It will 
be more bang for your buck to avoid 
the “treats” listed above. You will be 
able to sleep comfortably knowing 
that a kid out there didn’t toss out the 
pretzels and Tootsie Rolls you gave 
them. With all of this said, I hope you 
had a Happy Halloween! 


investigation continues. Anyone with 
information regarding this incident is 
asked to contact the University Police 
Department at 570-662-4900. 
Reported 9/23/2023 at 11:18 p.m. 


10/17/2023 Criminal Mischief 

On above date and time, police 
were dispatched to the above address, 
for individuals that had broke 
glass on the sidewalk. Upon furthe 
investigation, it was determined that 
the 2 M.U. students had thrown a 
pickle jar out of their window onto 
the sidewalk. The individuals cleaned 
up the area and were judicially 
referred for their actions. No one was 
injured and there was no property 
damage. 

Reported 10/17/2023 at 2:33 a.m. 
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What Legacy Admission Says About You 


Ashley Newell 

Editor-in-Chief 
In the world of academia, legacy 
admissions have recently 
under fire. A practice, which through 
its existence, serves as yet another 


come 


obstacle in preventing students from 
obtaining access to equal admission 
opportunities, is being questioned in 
the courts. Legislators opposing the 
system intend to prevent preferential 
treatment of the children and relatives 
of university alumni and donors. 
Institutions that support legacy 
admission practices claim that their 
acceptance greatly benefits the 
university's ability to support students 
through alumni fundraising efforts. 
legacy 
have a greater likelihood of requiring 


Furthermore, admissions 


minimal financial aid, placing 
less strain on university funding. 
Additionally, supporters of legacy 
admission claim that the system 
helps to foster a sense of community 
among its tightly knit participants. 
On the opposite side of the 
coin, the New York Times has 
reported that approximately seventy 
percent of Harvard legacy admits 
are white. Being a prominent leader 
within academia, this contributes 
to the argument that legacy 
admissions function as a method 
of designating higher admission 
priorities to certain social groups, 
rather than through pure academic 
or personal achievement. This could 
ultimately lead or contribute to the 
abandonment of invaluable diversity 
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principles, forming tightly knit social 
circles that are founded upon classist 
or elitist principles. 

So, what does legacy admission 
say about you? It speaks to your 
value and purpose as a_ student 
to universities that support such 
practices. It means that they are 
willing to forego advertised principles 
for the sake of university funding and 
success, placing the institution above 
the individual. Additionally, admits 
would first and foremost represent 
and support the university, both 
financially and through successes 
Realistically, all 
universities must use their funding 


beyond college. 


CASSH CON Political Science Panel 


Allyson Lewis 
Flashlight Contributor 

The Political Science panel of 
Careers in Art, Social Sciences, and 
Humanities (CASSH) Con was held 
on November 2. There were four 
alumni: two from Bloomsburg, one 
from Lock Haven, and one from 
Mansfield. The panelists spoke about 
what they did with their political 
science degrees. The four panelists 
also gave advice on how to start your 


career, what you should do in college 
to make the most of your time and 
money, as well as how to expand your 
resume. 

The Mansfield alum was Zane 
Swanger got a degree 
in political science and went on 


Swanger. 


to become an election analyst in 
Pennsylvania. He gave advice about 
how to find a job and internship 
and look for connections and that 
they are everywhere. Swanger talked 
about how his first job had nothing 
to do with political science and that if 
you just keep searching, you will find 
something. 

Mathew Sullivan was one of 


the Bloomsburg graduates and he 
talked about how important it is to 
get a minor in something else and 
to get involved. He talked about 
how he joined ROTC not only help 
him with the cost of college but 
also with building his qualifications. 
Sullivan stressed the importance of 
finding another specialty, especially 
in language technologies, 
because the need for people in those 


and 


specialties are growing in the political 
science field. 

Sullivan and Swanger stressed 
the importance of studying abroad 
no matter if it is for a semester or 
just a few weeks, like the Belize trip 
Mansfield offers. Studying abroad 
helps you see the world from different 
perspectives and grows connections 
internationally. 

Clarissa Murray was the other 
Bloomsburg graduate and she talked 
about how she used her degree in 
a field outside of politics. Murray 
works as a Student Development 
Coach at Susquehanna University. 
She said her political science degree 
helped her understand people of all 


backgrounds. She also stressed the 
importance of getting out of your 
comfort zone not just during college 
but after. Murray said she had lived in 
cities her whole life and had to move 
to a rural area for her job. 

The Lock Haven graduate was 
Derek Danneker, who works as a 
Legislative Reporter in Pennsylvania. 
He discussed how his _ political 
science degree helped him find his 
concentration in what he analyzes 
and reports on. Danneker reminded 
us to get involved in clubs and 
organizations because it is hard to 
find the same opportunities after 
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wisely, especially those without large 
endowments to rely upon. As a 
result, very few universities are able 
to admit students on a need-blind 
basis, without taking financial need 
into account. However, students with 
collegiate disadvantage are considered 
to be of lesser value within legacy 
systems, as those in previously 
advantaged positions are artificially 
propped up. While a delicate balance 
needs to be reached concerning the 
financial need of students, those 
conclusions may be drawn without 
referencing the alma-matter of the 
applicant’s parents. 


college. He also talked about how 
you don’t need to perform perfectly 
in your classes because your gpa isn’t 
the only thing employers look at. 

Attending this event was definitely 
worth it. The panel showed a wide 
range of careers you can get out of a 
political science degree. More people 
in attendance from all campuses 
would have definitely boosted the 
quality of the event. More people 
for the panelists to interact with 
would have helped widen the range 
of topics discussed. The information 


on how the political science field is 
changing was very informative. 
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Recalling A Former Professor 


Jason Gao 
Staff Writer 

On Friday September 15, an email 
was sent out to Mansfield students 
to come down to Retan to wish Dr. 
Alison Polly farewell on her last 
day at MU. For those unaware, Dr. 
Polly was Mansfield Campus’ only 
professor of special education. Dr. 
Polly was tenured at Mansfield for 
about 4 years and was an adjunct 
professor for about 14 years before 
that. She taught four required courses 
for all ed majors including Cultural 
& Linguistic Diversity, Support in 
Inclusive Settings, Assessment in 
Special Education, and Behavior 
Management, where students learn 
about legislature, IEP’s, interventions 
and accommodations, principles for 
generally making the classroom and its 
curriculum accessible for all students, 
and more. Dr. Polly was particularly 
fond of the 
coursework she taught for students 


more specialized 
majoring in special education along 
the lines of Advanced Instructional 
Methods, Behavior Disorders and 
Autism, Early Childhood Special 


Education, Special Education Law 
and Collaboration, and Technology 
and Students with Disabilities, and 
When Mansfield 
used to offer a master’s degree in 


perhaps more. 
special education, Dr. Polly provided 
instruction for that as well, with Dr. 
Werner-Burke and Dr. Parks helping 
with the written exams that were a 
final requirement of that program. 
Furthermore, in February 2022, 
Dr. Polly proposed and developed 
the Autism Resource Center in 
Retan Center. The Center’s goals 
include referral and coordination 
of services for local families, social 
skills 
with autism, and improving training 


instruction for adolescents 
for first responders through the 
University Police Academy program. 
Specific 
the Resource Center in just one 
year include completing TTRPG 
training for 12 clinical practitioners, 


accomplishments of 


Therapeutic Board Game Training 
for 30 practitioners and 12 of our 
own senior interns, IEP training 
for 10 parents, provided a Summer 
Institute for 16 students, modules for 


first responder training, and more. 
Dr. Polly is a Mansfield Alumni, 
having earned both her Bachelor of 
Science in Education and Master of 
Education here. After Mansfield, Dr. 
Polly went on to get her principal 
certification from Marywood 
University and Doctor of Education 
in Instructional Leadership from 
Nova Southeastern University. Areas 
of particular interest include the 
education of students with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder and those with 
challenging behavior. Through Penn 
State, Dr. Polly is also a BCBA, or 
Board Certified Behavior Analyst. 
The certification process requires 
over 1,000 hours of fieldwork and 
getting at least a 400 out of 500 on 
the BCBA exam. Dr. Polly admits the 
certification process was “not easy.” 
While still in college, Dr. Polly 
worked support 
community integration and vocational 


patt-time to 


training at Martha Lloyd Community 
Services in Troy, an organization that 
works to provide opportunities and 
lifestyle choices for persons with 
Intellectual Disabilities and Autism. 


After achieving her masters, Dr. 
Polly worked for a number of years 
as Special Education Teacher for the 
Troy and Towanda school districts 
before becoming a Special Education 
Supervisor centered at the Canton 
Area School District, and finally 
becoming a supervisor at the BLaST 
Intermediate Unit #17 centered in 
Williamsport, PA. Now, Dr. Polly is 
working at Little Stars ABA Therapy 
to provide 
children with ASD, provide parents 
training, and provide staff training 


services for 


therapy 


and supervision. Dr. Polly recalls 
responding to her husband who 
thought that she would be less busy 
after retiring from Mansfield, “people 
found out and filled up my time.” 
When asked for any particular reason 
to finally end her run at Mansfield, 
Dr. Polly only recognizes that “there 
will be times in your career when you 
find that the goals of your agency no 
longer match yours. At that time, you 
will decide to stay or move on.” 
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Mountaineer Women’s Soccer Ties ESU in 
End-of-Season Contest 


Taya-Reese Johnson 
Secretary 

On November 3, the 
Mountaineers’ women’s soccer team 
tied 2-2 with the Warriors of East 
Stroudsburg University in their final 
game of the season. The contest 
kicked off at ESU’S Hiler-Martin 
Stadium at 7 p.m. Both teams had 
scoring opportunities early in the 
shots 
centerbacks, 


game with coming from 


Mountaineer senior 
Taylar Luckenbill and sophomore 
Madison Herb. The Mountaineers 
got on the board 28 minutes into 
the contest. Senior midfielder Bailey 
Dockman put on a masterclass as 
she back heeled the ball between 
two East Stroudsburg players to 
junior midfielder Danielle Drain. 
Drain played a crisp ball from 30 
yatds out from the goal through the 


air that freshman forward Jakayla 


Holmes got on the end of to score 
the Mountaineers’ first game of the 
contest. This was Holmes' first goal 
of her collegiate soccer career. 
About a minute after the restart, 
the Mountaineers got onto the 
board again. Freshman midfielder 
Aleigha Rieppel scored an Olimpico 
with the ball finding its way into 
the neat-post's top corner. With 
just over two minutes left in the 
first half, the Warriors found the 
back of the net. After a punchout 
from their sophomore goalkeeper 
Samantha Merklin, the Mountaineers 
were unable to get control of the 
rebound. ‘The Abby 
James, a sophomore midfielder, was 
able to get the ball to the feet of 
graduate midfielder Rebecca Kotula 
who scored with a well-struck ball. 
Kotula's powerful half-volley, from 
just outside the 18-yard box, left little 


Warriors’ 


for Merklin to do to prevent the goal. 

The Mountaineers went into the 
halftime break ahead 2-1. Similar 
to the first half, both teams had 
numerous scoring opportunities. 
The Warriors were able to capitalize 
with just under 12 minutes left in the 
contest. Junior Natalie Schooley was 
able to get a shot off her foot ten 
yatds from the goal. To find herself 
in an opportune position, Schooley 
went on a 25-yard dribble weaving 
between Mountaineer defenders. The 
end-of-season contest ended with a 
2-2 score. 

This tie is the second in matchup 
history between the two schools, with 
their last tie occurring on September 
5, 2012. During their end-of-season 
matchup, the Mountaineers recorded 
nine shots, five of which were on 
target. The Warriors took 27 shots 
during the contest, 13 of them 


were on target. It was an aggressive 
matchup as the Mountaineers and 
the Warriors picked up nine and eight 
fouls respectively. The Mountaineers' 
Herb and the Warriors’ Sydnie 
Wright, a freshman midfielder, 
were each given a yellow card. The 
Mountaineers’ Luckenbill ended her 
season as the squad's top goal scorer 
with three goals. She additionally 
led in points for the season with six. 
Merklin had 11 saves in this final 
game of the season. This 11 tacked 
onto her career 205 saves. As part of 
PSAC All-Conference awards, both 
Luckenbill and Merklin were named 
to the All PSAC Second Team. 
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS 


SUNDAY NOVEMBER 19 
WIND 
ENSEMBLE 
CONCERT 


2:30 pm Straughn Theater 


WED. NOVEMBER 29 
Secondary 


Piano Recital 
6:00 pm Steadman Theater 


SAT DECEMBER 2 
SUN DECEMBER 3 
Holiday Concert 


7:30 pm Steadman Theater 
2:30 pm Steadman Theater 
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Mountaineers Get End-of-Season Win 
Visiting Chestnut Hill 


Taya-Reese Johnson 
Secretary 

MU’ sprint football team emerged 
victorious with a 42-30 scoreline in 
their end-of-season matchup against 
Chestnut Hill at A.A. Garthwaite 
Stadium on Saturday, November 4. 
Just minutes into the game, junior 
QB Cahsid Raymond connected 
with junior wide receiver LaTrenton 
Randle giving the Mountaineers their 
first points of the contest. After the 
Mountaineers failed to get the extra 
point, the Griffins got themselves 
on the board. Senior QB CJ. Small 
connected with freshman running 
back Lawrence Howard V. Following 
a successful kick by freshman kicker 
Brady Reynolds, the scoreline sat at 
7-6 in favor of the Griffins. With 
just over five minutes left in the first 
quarter, Raymond rushed 10 yards 
into the endzone on a six-play drive. 
The QB then connected with junior 
receiver Eli Swan for a two-point 
conversion, making it 14-7 for the 
Mountaineers. 

Close to partway through the 
second quarter, junior running back 
Dominic Cherry found his way into 
the endzone, with the extra point 


coming from freshman kicker Nolan 
Zona. However, the 21-7 scoreline 
did not discourage the home team. 
With two minutes left in the half, the 
Griffins' Reynolds kicked a successful 
25-yard field goal on a fourth down, 
shortening their deficit to 11 points. 
In the final minute of first half 
action, senior running back Terrance 
Quaker added to the Mountaineers! 
scoreline with a two-yard run into 
the endzone. Zona followed with a 
successful kick. The Mountaineers 
went into halftime in the lead with a 
28-10 scoreline. Interrupting the start 
of the halftime break, however, was a 
large scuffle between the two teams, 
which was quickly broken up by the 
referees and coaches. 

The Mountaineers were first to 
get on the board during the second 
half of the contest. With 6:47 left in 
the third, Quacker caught a 14-yard 
pass from Raymond. Zona made the 
score 35-10 for the Mountaineers 
with a successful kick for the extra 
point. A minute later, the Griffins's 
Howard V rushed one yard into 
the end zone. Reynolds successfully 
kicked the extra point, closing their 
deficit with a 35-17 score. The final 
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scoring drive of the third quarter 
came from the Griffins' sophomore 
wide receiver Kyree Griffin who 
caught an 11-yard pass from Small. 
Reynolds went four-for-four in extra 
points with his final kick following 
this touchdown shrinking his team's 
deficit to 11 points with a score of 
35-24. 

In the fourth quarter, with 8:31 
left in the contest, the Mountaineers’ 
Raymond rushed 44 yards into 
the opposition's endzone. Zona 
capitalized on his opportunity 


Faculty Spotlight: Susan Laib 


Veda Spencer 
Staff Writer 

Dr. Susan Laib grew up in Berkley 
Heights, NJ. She decided to teach at 
Mansfield University because a friend 
who looked into the job encouraged her 
to. Since then, the community of faculty 
and students has been her favorite thing 
about working here. 

Dr. Laib is a coach in chamber music 
at Butler Hall. She toured Belgium and 
Holland in 1988, and Carnegie Hall 
in NYC during 1986 while part of the 
Cumberland Quartet in Tennessee. She 
obtained a Bachelor’s degree in music 
from Eastman School of Music, a 
Masters from the University of Colorado, 
and a doctorate from Hlorida State 
University. She currently participates 
in The Orchestra of Southern Finger 
Lakes and the Williamsport Symphony, 
and the occasional pick up gig; She has 
the most passion for orchestral music, 
but grew up with classic rock music. In 
particular, she enjoys Neil Young, The 
Monkees, James Taylor, Led Zeppelin, 
and Cat Stevens. 

Being the youngest of three, her 
siblings and parents were musically 
talented. Her brother played clarinet and 


trumpet. Her sister played the flute. Her 
father was a Junior High Band director 
for about 7 years. Her mother taught 
music in K-12 fora year. 

“Both my parents were musically 
trained, and they wanted their kids 
involved in music. They didn’t really 


expect any of us to try and make a 
career out of it, but they knew that it was 
a good way to keep a kid off the streets 
and out of trouble,’ Dr. Laib said. 
Asachild, she would take out records 
from the local library to listen at home. 
She learned the basics of theory through 
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to score the extra point, bringing 
the score to 42-24 for the visiting 
Mountaineers. On the final successful 
scoring drive of the game, Nick 
Ocampo, a junior tight-end for the 
Griffins, caught a 25-yard pass from 
Small. The Griffins opted for a 
two-point conversion, one that was 
unsuccessful. The game ended with a 
42-30 scoreline for the Mountaineers. 
With this concluding victory for the 
Mountaineers, they finished their 
season with a 2-2 CSFL conference 
record (4-3 overall). During the game, 


the piano lessons her parents paid 
for when she was nine years old. Her 
parents essentially picked the oboe for 
her to play, and her father demonstrated 
how to assemble and play it. He would 
eventually find a personal teacher for 
Laib when he ran out of things to teach 
her. She didn’t start getting into bassoon 
until her professional life when she took 
a double reed methods class. Being a 
self-taught bassoonist, she would soon 
teach private bassoon lessons. 

When planning her college life, she 
considered studying English for a time, 
in part because she wrote poems as a 
child, which she described as more of 
an emotional outlet than anything else. 
One poem she wrote during high school 
was published in the school magazine. 
Ultimately, she chose to pursue music. 
Because she wasn't satisfied with the 
music schools in New Jersey, she looked 
for out of state schools to attend. “My 
patents were pretty strong believers 
that going away to college was part of 
growing up,’ she said. “Plus, I think they 
were perfectly happy to become empty 
nesters.” 

By the time of college, she was 
so passionate about music that the 
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Raymond threw for 265 yards and 
two touchdowns. He also rushed 
for one of his own. Quaker rushed 
for 56 yards. Randle and Quaker, 
who both caught a touchdown, had 
three receptions each during the 
game for 143 yards and 65 yards 
respectively. On the defensive end 
of the game, Mountaineer senior 
linebacker/defensive lineman Bryce 
Allen and freshman defensive back 
Christopher Savko both picked 
up sacks on the Griffins’ Small. 
Senior linebacker Matt Robert led 
the way with nine tackles (eight 
solo and one assisted). Sophomore 
linebacker Ian Mapp and junior 
defensive back Aaton Thomas 
both had fumble 
Freshman defensive back Chase 


recoveries. 


Thompson had two interceptions 
during the game, giving him five for 
the season. Thompson ends this 
season tied for most interceptions 
in a season in program history. He 
is tied with graduating Quaker and 
former defensive back Troy Taylor 
12. 


social aspects of college like friends 
or relationships became secondary. 
In music, she values the emotional 
connection over the musical 
sophistication. The thought of her 
musical skill always creeped through her 
mind, even after graduating; “I need to 
be performing, Its my self-validation,” 
she said, agreeing with one of her 
teacher’s line of thinking, 

In her free time, Dr. Laib likes to play 
music, hike, rides bikes, gardens, and tries 
to read more often than not. 

Her advice to all college students 
is to stay Open to new experiences and 
learn as much as you possibly can. It is 
her philosophy that there is no limit to 
knowledge and that all should look into 
topics which interest them and those 
which they might have no idea about. 
Dr. Laib adds, “We should exit college 
more open-minded than we entered; 
more open to new and other ideas and 
ideologies; have more understanding 
of other points of view; better able to 
understand the other point of view, even 
if we still disagree.” 
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The Last of Us: A Thrilling Journey 


Dante Thompson 
Staff Writer 

The thrilling TV show, The Last 
of Us, is a must-watch especially 
if you enjoy a well-written story. 
Based ona video game, The Last of 
Us is about two survivors who cross 
paths years after a global pandemic 
puts the world One 
survivor is a 14-year-old girl, Ellie, 


in ruins. 


who is the key to possibly finding 
a cure against the mutated fungus 
that has 
pandemic. Joel, who is a strong and 


caused the infectious 
smart survivor, agtees to a mission 
to take Ellie across the country so 
the doctors can help develop a cure. 

As these two survivors traverse 
the country together, Joel was 
reluctant to build a relationship 
with Ellie and the two bash heads 
as they would disagree on some 
things. However, the impressive 
aspect about this TV show is its 
ability to show how these characters 
develop their relationship like a 
father-daughter. The show was able 


to produce predicaments that were 
portrayed in the video game and 
executed them nearly to perfection 
which 
attachment for the audience. The 


added a level emotional 


decision-making, drama, high-risks, 
and emotional appeals through 
the different characters and their 
situations has impacted the show 
in a positive way that creates 
a strong connection with the 
viewers. 

The Last of Us does an excellent 
job with creating an emotional 
connection with the audience and 
its fandom, but it also ties in other 
elements that viewers such as myself 
enjoy. Action, humor, horror, and 
adventure are all elements that this 
show presents and executes them 
in pivotal ways. The fight scenes 
between Joel and Ellie against the 
infected were intense and added 
a horror element to these scenes, 
too, because the show matches the 
same type of energy that the video 
game portrays. This is why the 


show is claimed as one of the best 
video game adaptations and led 
to a fandom that had newcomers 
watching this show for the first 
time and fans that have been there 
since the release of the video game. 
Personally, I think this show is an 
outstanding nine out of ten and it’s 
everything I look for in a show and 
more. The visual and story-telling 
elements enhance the personal 
experience of watching this show. 
The Last of Us has set the standard 
for how video game adaptations 
should be portrayed in TV shows 
and movies and that it can truly 
make a difference in how viewers 
watch new shows and movies. 
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Where Bipartisan Climate Policy Meets the Bottom Line 


Ashley Newell 
Editor-in-Chief 
In 2023, climate change and 
the policies surrounding it have 
topics. A 
of publications 


become contentious 
revolving door 
display grim environmental outlooks, 
accompanied by the latest daring 
challenges activists have taken on 
in their fight. A battle I label as the 
common man vs the capitalist dream 
to destroy the planet. 

It comes as no surprise that 
have built 


environmental fines directly into their 


modern corporations 


expense estimates, in a continuing 
decision to hold profit margins over 
the health of our planet. As activists 
strive for green legislation, powerful 
opposition comes in the form of 
giant oil lobbyists, benefactors of a 
financial system that hinders global 
progression in the face of a reduction 
to today’s market value. According to 
Harvard researchers, ExxonMobil, 
one of the world’s leading oil 
companies, has accurately predicted 
the negative environmental effects of 
their own oil market through models 
they created in the late 1970s. Despite 
this, they and the corporations which 


surround them continue to promote 
faux sustainability practices in place 
of real solutions. 

Greenwashing, the practice of 
falsely representing data with the 
intent to mislead the consumer 
regarding environmental impact, is 
everywhere. From clothing brands to 
fast food, people are barraged with 
advertisements to support the only 
truly ‘sustainable option.’ Paper bags 
and straws will save a few turtles but 
ate fruitless endeavors in contrast to 
the emissions created at the hand of 
massive fossil fuel producers, which 
have increased globally by over 90% 
since 1970. 

In molding the discussion of 
climate change and environmental 
policy into a bipartisan issue, lobbyists 
have successfully divided the nation, 
stagnating already creeping progress 
in amending USS. laws. Some argue 
that placing restrictions on fossil fuel 
companies is suppressive or disloyal 
to the free market, while others view 
it as a necessaty investment for the 
future. 

However, the framework of 
the fossil fuel industry may not 
be composed exactly how one 


would expect. Adam Met, Adjunct 
Professor at Columbia University 
and the Executive Director of Planet 
Reimagined, has been working to 
amend environmental policy within 
the United States for years. According 
to Met, “80% of the US. fossil fuel 
industry is made up of mom-and- 
pop independent operators with 
an average of 12 employees.” The 
proprietors of small businesses 
are those who face the greatest risk 
in adapting their business model. 
As such, environmental legislation 
must undergo adaptation in order 
to explicitly and directly support 
this underrepresented sector of the 
energy market in their transition to 
sustainable methods. 
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Catching Up With SGA 


Kassidy Moyer 
Staff Writer 

Despite it being moved indoors, the 
Fall Fest on Oct. 30 had a great turnout 
with about 70 students showing up. 
Winter Fest will be held at the end of 
November. Sigma Alpha Epsilon will 
be holding a Krispy Kreme fundraiser. 
MUSVO is planning one of their last 
events for the semester, Stock and 
Drive for Homeless Veterans. The 
club is looking for donations of warm 
clothing and personal hygiene items to 
give to homeless veterans. At the end 
of the fundraiser, these items will be 
given to the homeless veteran shelter in 
stockings, just in time for Christmas. ’The 
WNTE radio station is getting a new 
board, which will be finished by the end 
of the semester. The Student Dietetic 
Association is hosting local Girl Scouts 
to paint pumpkins. On November 
4, SAGA traveled to Bloomsburg 
for a conference. Mansfield’s SAGA 
presented at the conference. 
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Thoughts on Student Participation 


on Campus 


Valerie Miller 
Production Manager 

I recently went to an event on 
campus, Fall Fest. There were a lot 
of people, and it looked to me like 
everyone had fun. On Nov. 3, I went to 
a meeting with Senator Art Haywood, 
from Pennsylvania’s Senate District 4. 
He came to Mansfield and asked us 
whether we felt included and like we 
belonged in the school regarding our 
race, gender, and sexual identity. I went 
to the meeting to see what everyone was 
experiencing (and to write a story on the 
fact that there was a senator on campus). 
T entered the room a few minutes prior 
to the meeting’s start time, and I was 
shocked. There were four people in the 
room besides me and the Senator’s team. 
The email that was sent to all students 
did say that it was to be a casual event 
so people could drop in at any time, so 
we waited and intermittently people 
walked in. By the end, nine students 
were present at the meeting, 

1,386. According to Niche.com, we 
have 1,386 undergraduate students on 
Mansfield campus. Though that’s not a 


lot of people in the scope of the world, 
IT don’t even think I know that many 
people. When put in the perspective of 
the amount of people that go to things 
on campus, it is a little sad. I don’t know 
everyone on campus, but of the people 
that went to Fall Fest, I knew 80-90% 
of the people that were there. At the 
senator’s meeting, I knew of 5 of the 
8 other people that were there. Usually, 
when I go to events it is the same group 
of people that go. Not that I don’t 
appreciate them, it’s cool to see all those 
people, but there should be a variety of 
people that go to different events. 

Every time I have spoken to 
or interviewed a staff member of 
Mansfield, they have all told me 
the same thing: Its for the students. 
Everything done at this school is for the 
students. Though it may not seem like 
that all the time; and sometimes it feels 
like the administration just wants our 
money, but the people I have spoken to 
do everything for us. Without students, 
there would be no school. What would 
be the point of having a school run 
without students? They want people 


here so that there are jobs here. Does it 
create more money for the university? 
Sure, but they have to want to keep us 
here to pay them. We wouldn't stay here 
and keep paying for the school if we 
were unhappy here. 

There are so many opportunities on 
campus that many people don’t even 
realize. Besides just events, there are also 
help centers physically and mentally. If 
someone is struggling in a class, then 
they can go to a tutor, or if someone 
needs help with writing, then they can 
get help on paper. But even though 
these amazing resources exist, many 
people don’t use them. Last year I would 
regularly go to a writing center tutor, and 
she helped me with many papers that I 
would struggle with. It was absolutely 
no cost to me. I asked her how many 
people on average came to het in a week, 
and she told me I was the only person 
that went to her for help all semester. 
I haven't gone this semester because I 
don’t have any classes with big papers in 
them, so I do not need to go, but some 
people need help but will not go. 

My main recommendation for 


students, get involved. Not only with 
going to events (though you should 
anyway) but look into the resources that 
we have on campus. The Writing Center, 
Alumni and Professional Engagement, 
work studies, talks, committees, and 
clubs. I have thoroughly enjoyed my 
time here at Mansfield because I love the 
things I do outside of the classroom. If 
T did not do any of the extracurticulars 
that I do, then I think I would have 
wanted to transfer or drop out by now. 
On Tuesdays I have Flashlight meetings, 
Wednesdays I have an orchestra and 
Thursdays I go to The HUT. 

All these things at school make my 
days here at Mansfield that much more 
enjoyable, and it makes me sad to see 
that many don’t take advantage of these 
things. There are many more things 
that the campus offers that I don’t even 
know exist, but that makes it all the more 
reason that we should get out more on 
campus and see what there is to offer, 
because you never know what you will 
find. 
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Love Letter to Notr: 


My Sunset Ramblings (A Poem) 
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Should | Balance my Checkbook? 


Veda Spencer 
Staff Writer 

Though my kind may have the 
same eyes, we do not have the same 
mind. 

In the direction of the falling 
morning star, cotton candy skies flow 
to my being and beyond. 

Those are sights I care not to see 
at this time, for humanity’s lifeline is 
being traded. 

It is odd that we refuse to worship 
nature, despite Her indifference. 

Still, there’s beauty in the depleting 
saturation of the heavens. 

Noir, you are a ghost to nearly all, 
despite your undeniable presence. 

Even then, you demand 
recognition. You implore us for 
attention. You do so when you chase 


and flee from your polar opposite, 
when we are buried beneath the sand, 
when you spill from our fibers and 
sculptures. 

I pity you, Noir. Your elegance 
may be substituted by that of your 
adversary, but I see you. I grasp what 
I cannot see. 

Is this why you chase the morning 
star? Do you long for advice and 
enlightenment? Does the reminder 
of our ignorance depress your Does 
the morning star cause this? Is this 
why you retreat from your rival? 

fou deserve recognition and 
admiration for your persistence, 
nonetheless. 


You have mine. 


CU-Mansfield 


Ashley Newell 
Editor-in-Chief 

If you live on Planet Earth, 
I am certain that you have come 
across the age-old adage regarding 
the importance of balancing one’s 
checkbook. However, this trait does 
not seem to be one which was passed 
down to Gen-Z and beyond. Have we 
been misinformed, or has technology 
circumvented the need to study the 
checks and balances of one’s bank 
statements? 

The primary purpose of balancing 
a checkbook comes from the idea 
of ‘float’ This is the period of time 
between when you write a check and 
the time it is cashed and processed. 
While this may seem like an 
instantaneous process in the modern 
world, for those who prefer to write 
checks this is an absolute necessity. 
Additionally, you may believe that 
‘float’ will not exist in your accounts 
if you do not write checks, however 
this is not necessarily true. If you 


Senator Haywood Visits CU — Mansfield 


Valerie Miller 
Production Manager 

Senator Art Haywood visited 
Mansfield campus on November 3. 
His intentions were to hear from the 
students concerning how they felt 
about the inclusion and diversity of 
students on campus. Haywood has 
gone to all the PASSHE schools in the 
system and his last stop was Mansfield 
University. The conversations started 
off slower, with challenging topics 
focused on thoughts typically left 
unsaid throughout the campus. Once 
students became more comfortable 
interacting with each other, the group 
opened up more about issues that 
they’ve seen and heard of on campus. 

Senator Haywood and his team 
asked the students of Mansfield 
what we thought about the level of 
inclusivity on campus, focusing on 
various aspects ranging from race and 
gender identity to sexual orientation. 


Many students spoke about things 
that they had encountered directly, 


in addition to events which they 
were informed about by friends. The 
possibility of preferential treatment 
was discussed among faculty and 
vatious student groups on campus 
on account of social and physical 
differences. 

Once the meeting concluded, the 
students were informed that there 
was going to be a letter anonymously 
sent out to President Bashaar 
Hannah about the discussions that 
had taken place in the room. Though 
no names will be said, it is important 
that he hears what the students are 
feeling while on campus. Thank you 
to Senator Haywood and his team for 
listening to us! 


Thursday, November 16, 2023 


subscribe to any automatic payments, 
‘float’ will exist in a similar way. This 
being the idea that your funds have 
already been ‘designated’ a purpose, 
and therefore are not available for you 
to spend or save freely. This could be 
in the form of groceries, Netflix or 
whatever financial requirements exist 
in your world. 

But what does the act of 
balancing one’s checkbook look like 
in the modern age? From one student 
to another, I had no idea prior to 
researching this topic. The process 
still functions the exact same as it 
always has (albeit not necessarily with 
a physical checkbook). Keep track 
of the ‘float’ that exists within your 
accounts and your cost of living. Be 
certain that your spending falls in 
accordance with this more accurate 
bank balance. As a student, this will 
present itself as an invaluable asset as 
you transition into independent adult 
living. Best of luck! 
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100 Books and 365 Days 


Ashley Newell 
Editor-in-Chief 

Hi all, this will function as my ‘letter 
from the editor’ of sorts for this issue! 
Weird brainwaves ahead. 

I have always been fascinated by 
the functions and ideas of ‘academia? 
founded upon seemingly rigid principles 
but infinitely flexible in response to 
new information. What I mean by 
that is, academia is so structured and 
continuous in the sense that universities 
have essentially functioned in an identical 
manner for hundreds of years, yet they 
are still constantly adapting and evolving 
to fit the needs and findings of society 
within that structure. 

Ramblings aside, one withstanding 
element of academia that I believe will 
remain unchanged (beyond the dark 
academia aesthetic, which is perfect) is 
the practice of reading books. Physical 
paper books, with a lovely smell inside of 
every page. It is a near perfect medium 
through which to convey endless 
information. The only problem is, there 
ate too many books, and too little time. 

That is why I have been 
thinking about the concept of 
completing one-hundred books in 
a yeat, ever since vaguely hearing a 


classmate discuss her journey to do so. 
In saying this, I mean proper novels, 
not short stories (which there is no 
problem with, but that’s not the purpose 
of this experiment haha). I would like 
to propose to you, reader, to see how 
many books you can read in a yeat. 
Tt doesn’t have to be a hundred, they 
don’t have to be scientific, nonfiction, 
or academic. They can be about a little 
witch in the woods, a tale of one’s life, 
or even your favorite unsolvable math 
equation. Our library has a vast catalog 
to look through, and I promise there is 
something thete to pique your interest. 
Try taking an hour, maybe just a half 
hour before bed or in the morning, and 
a couple on the weekends, to sit down 
and read. I promise that you will feel 
great afterwards, and it’s an amazing way 
to leave everything here behind for a 
moment. 

I, myself, am going to try 
the same! Probably not one-hundred, 
because Pm not crazy (a psychology 
major). 

~Letter from the Editor, 
Ashley 
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Tired of Common Ramen Recipes? 


Chef “A” 
Flashlight Contributor 

Tired of that old ramen with the 
salty flavorless “Chicken” packets? Or 
even worse, having plain noodles? After 
finishing this article, you are going to 
clear out your nearest ramen supplier's 
stock to try these delicious recipes that 
are great to share with a friend or enjoy 
alone. 

The first step for all these recipes 
involves boiling the water and putting the 
noodles in. ’The simplest modification to 
make it better is adding butter. It adds a 
simple rich creamy texture to the ramen. 
If you want to have a homemade taste, 
find a can of chicken and pepper to 
make a chicken noodle soup. The fancier 
way of spicing up the dish is getting a 
small pot and boiling some eggs to make 
hard boiled eggs. Pulling the shell might 
be a pain but if you are making a meal 
for a date slicing some of these is sure to 
show that you know how to cook. 

Away to give an authentic rich flavor 
is going to a grocery store and buying 
some sesame seed oil. Now, it is a little 
on the expensive side, but if you add a 


little into the ramen, you will thank me 
later. Now if you can’t get your hands 
on a bottle of Siracha, that is fine. If 
you add the butter and some regular 
hot sauce, it will make a buffalo type 
noodle dish. I know there ate only a few 
options here but as a first-time writer 
not knowing what to do, I need your 
help. Email artofcooking2665@email. 
com and give me suggestions on what 
I should improve. Your feedback can 
allow me to give more guidance in those 
kitchens of yours. 

Stay safe, don’t burn down the 
dorms, and always keep cooking, 


The Flashli oht 
anstield since 1926 


Shining light on CU-N 


CU-MANSFIELD %* VOLUME 122, Issue 4 %* THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2023 


LAST ISSUE'S SOLUTION 


